Sunday 18 October - St Luke the Evangelist

Sermon by Rev Amy Stott, Vicar of St Luke’s Canning Town & Area Dean
in Newham

An audio recording of the sermon from St Luke’s, which is being preached
by the Venerable Ruth Patten, Archdeacon of Colchester, will be available
after the service at Sermons (tk-tiptree-braxted-benefice.org.uk). Instead
the words of the sermon from the Diocesan website are below.

Hello and welcome to St Luke’s in Canning Town on this weekend where we
celebrate St Luke’s Day. Here in St Luke’s Canning Town we are celebrating
the 151st anniversary of our first service here in St Luke’s and after the
service | know we will be celebrating with lots of cake and a great time of
celebration thanking God for everything he has been doing in the life of his
church here. Here at St Luke’s we love to remember who St Luke was and
what we can learn from him about what it is to operate like he did today too.
You probably already know but St Luke was a doctor, he cared about people
and his gospel is full of stories of Jesus’ healing miracles. We still long to be
a church that cares about people and speak of a God who heals today too.
St Luke was also known as the evangelist, the one who loved to share the
news of Jesus. It’s clear in his writing of both his gospel and the book of
Acts that Jesus had not only captured Luke’s interest, he had also
transformed every aspect of his life. We too today, want to be people who
encounter Jesus, are transformed by him and then share of the good news
of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection with those around us too.

| love our gospel reading today. It shows that Jesus sends his followers out
ahead of him, in two’s, into every town and place where he himself was
about to go. 72 followers and friends of Jesus, invited by Jesus to go out,
and prepare the way. Jesus sent them out, telling them to go and telling
them that the harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few. Notice with me
that Jesus doesn’t promise his followers an easy time on the road. Instead
he said to them you are like lambs in the midst of wolves. | don’t know
about you but that doesn’t sound like an appealing task. And before they
can start to arrange comforts to take with them Jesus also says, carry
nothing, you don’t need a purse, you don’t need a bag, you don’t need
snacks, or sandals. Jesus also says don’t greet anyone along the way- it’s
like Jesus was saying don’t get distracted, follow through on my
instructions. Jesus said to them, Go to a house and offer peace to that
house and then get settled in. Jesus says remain in that house, eat and
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drink what they give you and don’t go from house to house. Jesus said, If
you go to a house and they receive you, stay there and show them what |
have shown you. Heal the sick and tell them the kingdom of God has come
close to you. It’s a really short passage but there’s lots for us to think about
that we can see for our lives following Jesus today too.

Friends, what does it mean for our lives today to be sent out by Jesus two by
two in order to play our part in God’s transformation plans for our streets
and parishes and towns and cities too? | love that Jesus still invites his
followers to go out today. That we are sent out not on our own but as friends
of Jesus together but also remembering that he goes with us. As followers
of Jesus we are never really alone. And | love that Jesus still invites his
church today to go out of our buildings and to partner with him, to speak
peace to a hurting, confused, scared and volatile world. | love that Jesus
stillinvites us to heal the sick with our prayers but also our embrace and
commitment to pastoral care across our diocese. | love that Jesus invites
us to be carriers of the good news that God’s kingdom has come near. That
God’s kingdom can be present in every street and home and school, and
house, and workplace and bus stop and town hall and Co-op or Lidl. | love
that Jesus still sends us out today to play a partin his plan.

I’m also struck by Jesus’ instructions not to worry about packing a bag or
filling our pockets. I’m getting ready to travel in a couple of days, and my
phone is full of lists of things to remember to pack, things to buy and others
things to find in a wide range of cupboards. Tick lists and a plan for how to
get out the door, so many things to remember, but also things that add extra
weight for my journey. Jesus tells his followers in Luke, not to carry
anything, not to worry about what they might need and not to get distracted
on the way. | wonder what might delay us in stepping out to share the good
news of Jesus. | wonder what are the things we think we might need more of
that end up slowing us down to the task Jesus gives us. Perhaps we worry
about the answers to the questions we might be asked, perhaps we would
rather wait for just one more training session or someone wiser to come
with us. Perhaps we don’t think we have anything to share and wonder if
God is really inviting us to play our part in his plan. Did you notice that the
first two words of the Gospel reading today were ‘after this’. | know when |
read a different chapter of scripture and | see the words ‘after this’ | get
really nosey about what went before. If you turn back a page in your bible
you’ll see in chapter 9 it’s a very difficult chapter for Jesus and the
disciples. Jesus is rejected, the disciples are taught about the cost of



following Jesus. And yet after chapter 9 Jesus doesn’t tell the disciples
they’re not ready, he doesn't discourage them further, he sends them out to
go and be part of his message for the world. Today despite how you see
yourself or perhaps the times in the past where you’ve tried to share about
Jesus and it hasn’t gone the way you hoped, Jesus still invites you to step
out again, with him, and with others to share the good news about who
Jesus is.

| wonder today, who might God be putting on your heart to share about
Jesus’ love with. Who could you pray for and perhaps even pray with this
week? Who could you encourage to try church for the first time or who
could you invite along to something your church is running in the run up to
Advent or if we’re allowed to say it yet, Christmas? Jesus told his disciples
that the harvest was plentiful but the labourers were few. Today the harvest
is still plentiful with people who need to hear the good news of Jesus’ love.
My question is, will we accept Jesus’ invitation to go out and share the good
news of Jesus like Luke once did today, that we would see God’s healing
come to a hurting world?

Let’s pray shall we? Lord Jesus, thank you for your living word. Help us to
know how to respond today. Thank you that you invite us to be part of your
transformation plan for this world and that your Kingdom has come close.
Thank you that you are with us and we can know your love today. In your
name we pray Lord Jesus, Amen.



