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Harold Toms
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awild2014@gmail.com
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01206 738759
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Day off: Friday
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Revd Anne-Marie @RectorTiptree
Revd Lydia Smith @RevLydiaSmith
Team account: @ThurWinChurches

Revd Christine Eaton

christine.gorringe@btinternet.com
Day off: Tuesday
Team Administrator
for enquiries for all churches in the group
Christine Hall
819557 (Tues and Thurs & Parish Office answer machine,
10.00am to 12.30pm) Mobile: 07421 078981
(Tues, Wed & Thurs with voicemail, 10.00am to 12.30pm
thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com
www.thurstablewinstree.org

Deadline for the next edition: August/September 2021
Sunday 4th July 2021.
Items for the magazine: can be emailed to thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or
delivered to St Luke’s Parish Office or sent to m.borgartz@btinternet.com
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FROM THE TEAM VICAR

Keep me travelling along
with you
The metaphor about life being a journey crops up
everywhere from serious illness to Strictly. But it’s
written deep into faith culture, too. Our stories and songs are full of journeys: just
think of Stanley Carter’s lovely hymn One more step along the world I go, beloved by
year 6 children and their families from primary school leavers’ services. The image
reminds us about how much we need the people who travel with us. While the
changing landscape captures our attention, fellow travellers are perhaps even more
important.
Our journey together is coming to an end: I’m leaving this Team Ministry for another
post on 4 July. I have so enjoyed travelling with you all over the past years. Enjoyed
the things we’ve worked on together and enjoyed getting to know people in these
parishes. As I thought about what to write, Psalm 133 came to mind. It’s one of the
psalms of ascent – a travelling song - and it’s all about having good companions on the
journey. It begins with these lovely words: How good and pleasant it is when God’s
people live together in unity! The Psalm writer describes how brilliant it is when we get
on – how much are we a gift to each other. There – in the best of our relationships the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.
You have been wonderful travelling companions and I shall miss you. In July, I’m
heading for Duxford, which you’ll probably know best as the Imperial War Museum’s
aircraft site. As well as the parish of Duxford, I’ll also be working with those of Hinxton
and Ickleton, all of which are in the Diocese of Ely. As I embark on the next phase of
my journey and into Cambridgeshire, I pray for God’s blessing on you all, as you
continue your walk with God in this part of Essex.
much love

Lydia
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100 years of the British Legion
One hundred years ago, on 15th May 1921, the British Legion was founded in the
aftermath of the First World War, to provide support to veterans of the British Armed
Forces, their families and dependants.
It was created at a time when two million people were unemployed. More than six
million had served in the war: of those who came back, 1.75 million had suffered some
kind of disability, and half of those were disabled permanently.
Four organisations came together at the instigation of Lancastrian Lance Bombardier
Tom Lister, who was angered at the Government’s unwillingness to help, and Field
Marshal Earl Haig, who had been Commander in Chief of the British Forces. The Legion
campaigned for fair treatment of those who given everything for their country, and it
continues this work today.
In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory opened in the Old Kent Road, London, with 40
disabled men manufacturing 1000 poppies a week. The first Poppy Day was held that
same year. The Festival of Remembrance began in 1927, and the Legion became ‘Royal’
in 1971 – 50 years ago – on its golden anniversary.
At first membership of the Legion was confined to ex-Service personnel, but it was
expanded to include serving members of the Forces in 1981.

Roy Copsey - RIP
It is with great sadness that we report of the passing of Roy at Broomfield Hospital on
14th April 2021. He died of pneumonia, not Covid 19. He was 86 years old. He was a
stalwart of Braxted for very many years and an active member of the community. He
served at one time as a Parish councillor; he ran the Braxted Whist club; he had been a
member of various village clubs including the Garden club; and at one time looked after
the playground, and cut the grass there.
He was an active member of All Saints Church and supported his wife Sue who was a
Churchwarden and latterly the Verger. He also was responsible for managing the building
of the extension of the church including the provision of toilets and a small kitchen.
He had many interests which included gardening, golf, model railways, etc. He will be
greatly missed and all our prayers and sympathies are with Sue, Stephen, Dawn, Simon,
Ian, and all the grandchildren, great grandchildren and family and many friends. There
will be a memorial service towards the end of June. Full details will be in the next
Braxted Bulletin
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Faith & Communities Tactical Co-ordination
Group Project Team Essex County Council
Watch out for scams
Online shopping has significantly increased during the pandemic. Chances are many of
us will continue to shop online and have purchases delivered. Essex Fraud Alert System
has asked us to share the following warning about a new wave of scam text messages
pretending to be from Royal Mail and seeking payment to deliver a parcel. Please heed
and share the warning.

Bereavement and Remembrance
Physical memorials and gatherings to remember those who have died are still restricted
under Covid-safety measures. Many people have been prevented from saying goodbye
to their loved ones or remembering them as they would have done pre-pandemic and,
in many cases are now approaching the anniversary of their loss. Find out about bereavement support available and ways to remember loved ones online or at home
at https://www.essex.gov.uk/coronavirus-and-faith/bereavement-support. This includes
a directory of faith and community volunteers who can offer telephone support to the
bereaved as well as links to national organisations, counselling support and information
about what to do when someone dies.
The Anne Robson Trust believes no one deserves to die alone. They run a helpline to
provide support to anyone who is struggling with the imminent death of someone they
care about, by offering someone for them to talk to. Lines are open Monday-Friday, 126pm on 0808 801 0688. The trust also works with hospitals and recruits and trains
Butterfly Volunteers to work on wards, providing comfort and companionship at the
bedside of people at the end of life. Many of these patients have no visitors at all. Find
out more at https://annerobsontrust.org.uk/

Help stop the spread
Thanks to everything you and Essex residents have done since December, Essex has gone
from having one of the highest Covid-19 rates nationally to the lowest in the East of England at less than half the national average rate. But Director of Public Health, Dr Mike
Gogarty, says there are things we should all do to stop cases rising again and turning into
hospital admissions:
•
•
•

Get vaccinated if you are invited
Make regular self-testing a habit
Keep following Hands, Face, Space
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Vaccinations
If you have been offered a Covid-19 vaccine but are not sure whether to have it, you can
discuss with your GP or with the Essex Wellbeing Service on 0300 303 9988.
If you’re aged 32 or over you can now receive your vaccine. Book an appointment online,
call 119 or contact your GP. It’s quick and simple to book, and the vaccines are safe and
effective. Find out more at www.essexcovidvaccine.nhs.uk.
That website has latest news about vaccines, answers to questions and concerns and information in translation and Easy Read formats. The NHS is the best source for accurate
information. If you see vaccine stories from elsewhere, please check before you share
them. There is a lot of misinformation about and sharing it can be harmful.

Collect self-testing kits from local libraries and pharmacies
You are now able to get self-test kits to test yourself and your family for Covid-19 at
home. Regular self-testing will help you stay safe and stop the spread of the virus.
You can get packs of self-test kits by:
collecting self-test kits from participating libraries and pharmacies
ordering self-test kits to your home from GOV.UK
Follow the testing instructions to log your result every time you take a test. If you need
help to book or assistance with a test, call 119.
If you have Covid-19 symptoms or if you test positive from a test kit at home, you
should book a follow-up test on GOV.UK or call 119.

Hands-face-space
And last but by no means least, keeping two metres apart from others is the best way to
prevent the spread of Covid, says Dr Gogarty: “The virus cannot easily transmit further
than two metres so this will keep both you and those around you safe.” Washing your
hands regularly and covering your face also help stop the spread.
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Extracts from
'The Church of England's Slavery Review Takes an Un-Christian
Starting Point.'
Revd. Marcus Walker
Rector of St Bartholemew the Great Church, Barbican, London
(London's oldest parish church)
Memorials in churches tell of the march of time. They tell of the journey we will all take
and they tell of the journey that particular church, and its nation, has taken. It is in that
light that the Church is issuing guidance to its churches regarding memorials to those
involved in slavery or empire.
Remove, relocate, alter, contextualise. That is the advice. We don't get to choose those
among whom we're going to be buried – not into the future at least. Which is good, as
we don't get to choose those among whom were going to spend eternity. Crooks,
thieves, adulterers and murderers sit alongside saints and heroes. Quite often they're
the same people. We are all a mix of holy, virtuous, ambiguous, self-interested and
downright sinful. It's what makes us human.
Jesus was remarkably silent about those great issues that vex us these days – gender,
sexuality, slavery, the lot.What he was very vocal about was forgiveness. “Judge not lest,
as you judge, so shall you be judged” is probably the golden thread that runs through his
teaching. “Forgive us our tresspasses as we forgive those that tresspass against us” puts
a heavy burden on us if we refuse to forgive.
The parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector see a genuinely good man standing in
judgement over the agent of a vicious, oppressive regime (who will have stood accused
of using extortion and sexual harassment as part of his day-to-day work). One of them
praised God for his own goodness, the other lowered his eyes to the floor and said “have
mercy on me, a sinner.” Only one of the two went home justified. It was not the
Pharisee.
But the Pharisee is the patron saint of our Church today. As we prepare to stand in
judgement against long-dead agents of slavery and empire we had better be quite sure
we have no sins of our own that might be held up when we too are judged, just as we
now judge.
Are we so sure that our views on, say, abortion and military intervention and the use of
Uyghur-made cotton will stand up to the scrutiny of future generations? Or God? If we
reserve our churches to the sinless, we reserve them only to Christ. There is no space for
you and me no matter how sure we are that our sins aren't really that bad.
If the Cross means anything, it means that people whose sins we think are vile will find
themselves sharing not only a churchyard with us, but the whole of eternity.
The Daily Telegraph
11th May 2021
8

9

WEA :The Golden Age of Smuggling
Did you know that Tiptree Heath was a favourite location for smuggled goods? Peldon
and Salcott can also offer up intriguing stories. For example, why were church services
so well attended in Virley in the eighteenth century? And what secrets can be dredged
up from the ponds of Salcott and the
Peldon Rose? Let’s not leave out Mersea
and Fingringhoe – also favourite haunts
of the smuggling fraternity. The tales of
what the smugglers did to get their
goods to market could certainly match
those of modern scandi-noir murder
mysteries and the gangs protected their
patch ruthlessly.
In the 18th and 19th Century smugglers
were drawn to the East Anglian coast
like bees to a honeypot. The estuaries,
beaches and mudflats of the coast were
the perfect places to land their secret
cargoes of contraband; tea from China,
gin from Holland and brandy from
France were just some of the goods
brought into the country. The Customs
and Revenue men fought running
battles against the smuggling gangs, but
as often as not they lost, and smuggling
remained rife along the whole coast.
The Blackwater Estuary was popular
with smugglers – the multiple shallow creeks made it difficult for the revenue men to
pursue the smugglers and they were often able to land their goods with impunity. To
find out more come and join us at the Tiptree and Tollesbury branch of the WEA. We are
offering a 2-hour online course about the history of smuggling in your area. The course
is at 7pm on Tuesday 22nd June. To sign up, just go to wea.org.uk and search for course
number C2228094 or just ring on 0300 303 3464.
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From Andy Butt
Tiptree Youth Project Outreach
Community Youth Worker
Where does the year go? As I write this the storm
blowing through my garden is more like the autumn
gales rather than an early summers day. I hope though
that this is a wind of change blowing away the cobwebs
and clearing away some of the rubbish of the last 12
months as we pass another milestone on the
government’s roadmap out of the national lockdown
and hopefully head for the last of these in just a few
short weeks time.
The pace of change has certainly been frustrating for some, not least for those of us who
work within the youth sector where the rules have continued to be different from other
places, including school which can cause confusion. It’s been really good though that as
spring burst onto the scene things have been opening up once again. As TYPO we’ve
been able to resume the drop-in Friday night sessions for the CITY Youth Club at the URC
and I’ve been working alongside Ben from the Essex Youth Service on some activities
focused in and around the Grove Road Skate Park and Playing Fields. Moves are afoot to
look at new initiatives as well. Progress has been made too on re-igniting the KAFY club
in Kelvedon, their version of CITY, although stalled a bit by the slower pace of relaxation
of restrictions within the youth sector. If you would like to get involved with any of this
do get in touch, my contact details are shown below. My time just recently has certainly
been busy, feeling at times like a tornado has swept into town rather than a soft breeze
rolling through the village, but I’m reminded that after the fire comes a gentle whisper –
look it up in 1 Kings chapter 19.
If you are a prayerful person please remember our young people, especially the year 6’s
about to move on from primary to secondary education. Not all of their induction and
familiarisation activities have been possible this year and many will be feeling
apprehensive about that move to the big school wherever it might be. At the top end of
the secondary school age the year 11’s have now left and wait for their GSCE results. The
year 13’s, finishing their totally disrupted time in VIth form, will be wondering just how
they will be graded for their A levels and other qualifications upon which university
places depend, plus asking themselves just how prepared they are for that next step. If
you are able please take time to chat to young people to understand how they are at the
moment. You might not be able to offer any words of wisdom but that listening ear from
someone outside of their family may be a blessing too.
Now may the wind stop blowing and the sun shine on you.
Andy
You can contact me by email Andy@typo.uk.net or via facebook – search for Typo Andy
or follow TYPO on social media @TiptreeYPO
11

Churches stepped up support for their
communities during pandemic
More than 4,000 Church of England parishes have stepped up their support to local
communities in the face of rising levels of poverty, loneliness and isolation since the
Covid-19 pandemic, according to new research.
Church volunteers have delivered food, shopped, walked dogs and collected
prescriptions this past year, according to a report by the Church of England and Church
Urban Fund.
Church volunteers have also done gardening projects, been ‘phone buddies’, aided with
job-hunting, and helped people get online, as local people struggled with the social and
economic effects of the pandemic.
Despite restrictions on meeting socially, nearly a quarter of churches even started a
completely new activity during the pandemic. Some of them adapted two or more of
their existing community activities in order to meet local needs.
Overall, 37% of churches reported that they were providing more support to their
communities, with this figure rising to 41% in rural areas.
Food provision and pastoral support were by far the biggest area of support provided by
churches, with nearly 80% of churches involved in running or supporting a food bank or
similar service. Many opened food banks for the first time.
Church leaders reported that isolation, loneliness and mental health difficulties, food
poverty, unemployment and debt are more widespread in their communities as a result
of the pandemic.
Church buildings, because of their size and ventilation, have been well used for activities
from ante natal classes to socially prescribed exercise. In fact, many became ‘symbols of
hope’, with flags, posters and artwork as a “form of visual encouragement”.
Church Urban Fund Chief Executive Rachel Whittington said: “2020 was a year like no
other, and yet churches across the UK rose … with undeterred compassion, displaying the
love in action which lies at the heart of the Christian gospel.”
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COURSE IN CHRISTIAN STUDIES (CCS) UPDATE
Wendy and Martin Borgartz started the CCS course in September 2019. Over the period
of the course we are reporting what we are doing and maybe encourage others to do
the course.
Well, we are now some way into the last term, which is one single module for the whole
term, looking at mission and vocation. So far we have looked at the Mission of God,
where God is at work, the relationship between our faith and our world and looking at
the five marks of mission. We have then looked at sharing good news stories and how
we can proclaim the good news of the Kingdom through sharing our own story with
others, especially non-Christians we know. We have looked at some of the ways people
express their needs for God, and the whole concept of evangelistening – having
conversations with people and listening to what they are saying and thinking about how
God can help them or they can relate to God through what they are saying. We have
had to try these tools out with people we meet who are not Christians, which when you
are working from home and not seeing anybody apart from your family is somewhat
difficult! The materials have not been adapted in any way for the unusual circumstances
in which we find ourselves at present, even with the lockdown easing.
We have had our final assignments marked & returned. Martin did the harder question
(according to the tutors) on the creed and whether making it a central and regular
feature of our worship excludes those who cannot agree with it all and whether this is a
good or a bad thing. Wendy took the easier option of writing a guide for visitors to a
church and how you would explain the central position given to pictures and statues of
a near naked man dying in agony.
We are hoping that we may be able to have our final two sessions in person, instead of
over Zoom, depending on what happens with stage 4 of the Government roadmap for
easing restrictions. That will be lovely, as we have done everything over Zoom since
March 2020, so it will be lovely to see our friends we have made on the course in
person. By the time we write again, we will have finished the course and, hopefully,
received our certificates in the presentation evening due to be held in the Cathedral on
3 July. There won’t be space for any family or friends to come along, but we are hoping
to at least receive the certificates in person.
Wendy & Martin Borgartz
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Churches to launch nature count within the
‘National Park’ of churchyards
Hundreds of churches have signed up to a week-long ‘nature count’ occurring this
month (June), which will encourage people to visit churchyards and record what they
see.
Churches Count on Nature, to run between 5th-13th June, is a citizen-science event
covering churchyards across England and Wales.
Communities and visitors will be asked to make a note of the animals, birds, insects, or
fungi in their local churchyard. Their data will then be collated on the National
Biodiversity Network.
It is being jointly run by the conservation charities Caring for God’s Acre, A Rocha UK,
the Church of England, and the Church in Wales.
Church land, often uniquely unploughed and undeveloped, can be a habitat for
precious, endangered plants and wildlife. Together, churchyards cover a huge area –
estimated to be equivalent to a small national park.
The week is open to anyone with a love of nature, and churches are seeking links with
local schools and local wildlife groups.
Various online guidance about getting to know fauna and flora is being shared with the
churches who are participating. A similar national event Love Your Burial Ground
Week will be combined with this project.
Registration for the webinars is on the Church of England’s website and also at Churches
Count on Nature online. (www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk)

Gardening really is good for you
According to a recent study conducted by the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) and two
universities, people who garden every day have well-being scores 6.6 per cent higher,
and stress levels 4.2 per cent lower than those who do not garden at all.
Dr Lauriane Chalmin-Pui, RHS well-being fellow and lead author says, “The evidence
overwhelmingly suggests that the more frequently you garden, the greater the health
benefits.
“In fact, gardening every day has the same positive impact on your well-being as undertaking regular, vigorous exercise like cycling or running.
“Gardening is like effortless exercise: it doesn’t feel as strenuous as going to the gym, but
we can expend similar amounts of energy.”
14
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I Took Your Place!
One day a man went to visit a church. He arrived early, parked his car, and got out.
Another car pulled up near him, and the driver told him, “I always park there. You took
my place!”
The visitor went inside the building, found an empty seat, and sat down. A young lady
soon approached him and said “Excuse me, but that’s my seat! You took my place!” The
visitor looked somewhat distressed by this, but said nothing and quietly moved
elsewhere. But much the same thing happened. Another member walked up to him and
said, “That’s where I always sit. You've taken my place!” The visitor was even more
troubled by this treatment, but still said nothing.
Later, as the priest led the congregation in praying for Christ to dwell among them, the
visitor stood and moved to the front of the nave, turning to face them all. His appearance
began to change; horrible scars became visible on his hands and on his sandaled feet.
The congregation gasped and someone called out, “What's happening to you?”
The visitor replied “Well, you see, I took your place.”

.............................
Never use part of God's word to support what you want. Rather let its entirety shape
what you want.
.........................................
Anne Wild LLM
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29th June Feast of Saint Peter & Saint Paul, the two
Most famous apostles
The two most famous apostles are remembered this month, for they share a feast day.

29th June St Peter, ‘the Rock’
St Peter (d. c. 64AD), originally called Simon, was a married fisherman from Bethsaida,
near the Sea of Galilee. He met Jesus through his brother, Andrew. Jesus gave him the
name of Cephas (Peter) which means rock. Peter is always named first in the list of
apostles. He was one of the three apostles who were privileged to witness the
Transfiguration, the raising of the daughter of Jairus, and the Agony in the Garden.
When Peter made his famous confession of faith, that Jesus was the Christ, Jesus
recognised it as being the result of a revelation from the Father. He in turn told Peter
that he would be the rock on which His Church would be built, that the ‘gates of hell’
would never prevail against it. Peter and the apostles would have the power of ‘binding
and loosing’, but Peter would be personally given ‘the keys of the kingdom of heaven’.
Jesus also forewarned Peter of his betrayal and subsequent strengthening of the other
apostles. After His Resurrection, Jesus appeared to Peter before the other apostles, and
later entrusted him with the mission to feed both the lambs and the sheep of Christ’s
flock.
Peter played a big part in the early Church, and he is mentioned many times in the Book
of Acts, where in the early chapters he organised the choice of Judas’ successor,
preached with stirring authority at Pentecost; and was the very first apostle to work a
miracle. Peter went on to defend the apostles’ right to teach at the Sanhedrin, and to
condemn Ananias and Sapphira. It was Peter who first realised that Christianity was also
for the Gentiles, after his meeting with Cornelius. Later he took a prominent part in the
council at Jerusalem and went on to clash with St Paul at Antioch for hesitating about
eating with Gentiles.
Early tradition links Peter with an apostolate and martyrdom at Rome. The New
Testament does not tell us either way, but Peter being in Rome would make sense,
especially as Peter’s first epistle refers to ‘Babylon’, which was usually identified with
Rome. Peter’s presence in Rome is mentioned by early church fathers such as Clement of
Rome and Irenaeus. Tradition also tells us that Peter suffered under Nero and was
crucified head-downwards. There is no conclusive proof either way that St Peter’s relics
are at the Vatican, but it is significant that Rome is the only city that ever claimed to be
Peter’s place of death.
St Peter was a major influence on Mark when writing his gospel, and the First Epistle of
Peter was very probably his. (Many scholars believe that the Second Epistle was written
at a later date.)
From very early times Peter was invoked by Christians as a universal saint. He was the
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heavenly door-keeper, the patron of the Church and the papacy, a saint both powerful
and accessible.
In England there were important dedications to Peter from early times: monasteries
such as Canterbury, Glastonbury, Malmesbury, Peterborough, Lindisfarne, Whitby,
Wearmouth, and especially Westminster. Cathedrals were named after him, too: York,
Lichfield, Worcester and Selsey. In all, it has been calculated that 1,129 pre-Reformation
churches were dedicated to St Peter, and another 283 to SS Peter and Paul together.
Images of Peter are innumerable, but his portraiture remains curiously the same: a man
with a square face, a bald or tonsured head, and a short square, curly beard. Not
surprisingly, his chief emblem is a set of keys, sometimes along with a ship or fish.

29th June St Paul, apostle to the Gentiles
Like Peter, Paul (d. c. 65) also started life with another name: Saul. This great apostle to
the Gentiles was a Jew born in Tarsus and brought up by Gamaliel as a Pharisee. So keen
was he to defend the god of his fathers that he became a persecutor of Christianity, and
even took part in the stoning of Stephen. He hunted Christians down and imprisoned
them, and it was while on his way to persecute more Christians in Damascus that he was
suddenly given his vision of Christ.
It was the decisive moment of Paul’s life – Paul suddenly realised that Jesus was truly the
Messiah, and the Son of God, and that He was calling Paul to bring the Christian faith to
the Gentiles. Paul was then healed of his temporary blindness, baptised, and retired to
Arabia for about three years of prayer and solitude, before returning to Damascus.
From then on Paul seems to have lived a life full of hazard and hardship. He made many
Jewish enemies, who stoned him, and wanted to kill him.Nevertheless, Paul made three
great missionary journeys, first to Cyprus, then to Asia Minor and eastern Greece, and
lastly to Ephesus, where he wrote 1 Corinthians, then to Macedonia and Achaia, where
he wrote Romans, before returning to Jerusalem.
After stonings, beatings and imprisonment in Jerusalem he was sent to Rome for trial as
a Roman citizen. On the way he was shipwrecked at Malta; when he finally reached
Rome he was put under house-arrest for two years, during which time he wrote the four
‘captivity’ epistles. Later Paul may have revisited Ephesus and even have reached Spain.
Tradition tells he was eventually martyred at Rome during the persecution of Nero, being
beheaded (as a Roman citizen) at Tre Fontane and buried where the basilica of St Paul
‘outside the walls’ now stands.

The belief that Peter and Paul died on the same day was caused by their sharing the
same feast day.
Paul was not only a tireless missionary, but a great thinker. His epistles played a major
part in the later development of Christian theology. Paul’s key ideas include that
Redemption is only through faith in Christ, who abrogated the old Law and began the era
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of the Spirit; that Christ is not just the Messiah, but the eternal, pre-existent Son of God,
exalted after the Resurrection to God’s right-hand; that the Church is the (mystical) body
of Christ; that the believers live in Christ and will eventually be transformed by the final
resurrection.
It is difficult to overemphasise the influence of Paul on Christian thought and history: he
had a major effect on Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Luther, Calvin and others. In art, Paul
is depicted as small in stature, bald and bandy-legged, with a long face, long nose and
eyebrows meeting over deep-set eyes. His usual emblems are a sword and a book. In
England he was never as popular as St Peter, and ancient English churches dedicated to
him alone number only 43.
The history of the relics of Peter and Paul is not very clear. Tradition says that Peter was
buried at the Vatican and Paul on the Ostian Way under his basilica. Certainly, both
apostles were venerated from very early times both in the Liturgy and in private prayers,
as testified by Greek and Latin graffiti in the catacombs of the early 3rd century.

Can You Recognise These Words?
Dearest Dad
You know you are the world to me - I worship the ground you walk on, as you
know. And you know, too, how I really try to do what you ask of me.
And I eat what's set before me, without too much complaint.
So, do you think you could forget about the money I owe you? I'd gladly tear
up your IOU if our positions were reversed - I'm pretty sure I should!
The problem is, everything's just so tempting - you know it is, Dad.
You could try to protect me from it sometimes - make sure I don't go near
these situations!
Still, Dad my darling, you're the boss. It's your house. Your dosh. I know that you're in control. Course you are.
And you're just so wonderful.
So how about it - hey?
OK, bye for now.
Till next time. x
(The Lord's Prayer, as imagined through the eyes of a self-centred, greedy
young teenager. Or indeed anyone who might be self-centered and greedy.)
Anne Wild LLM
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Weddings
30th March
17th April
6th May
Funerals
14th April
21st April
30th April
11th May
14th May

Mark Turner & Sheri Buckley at Great Braxted
Owolabi Afolayan & Doyinsola Afolayan at Great Braxted
Perri Payne & Laura Mullin at Great Braxted
Patricia Tansley at Three Counties Crematorium
Carole Ruffle at St Luke’s
Jill South at Colchester Crematorium
Brian Hultquist at Three Counties Crematorium
Roy Copsey at Three Counties Crematorium
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Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension
for your meeting, group or event
The work on the extension is now
complete. This has seen a number of
improved facilities including a separate
new entrance for all users, additional
toilets, storage space and an enlarged
kitchen. Once we are able to re open
following the Covid19 pandemic why not
use us for your meeting, group or event?

Bookings & Enquiries

Phone Gareth Williams:
01621 818069
hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com
Wi-fi available for
group leaders or speakers
(discuss your needs when
booking)

Covid 19: Our hall is ready to open as soon as Government advice allows, all hirers are
asked to complete a Covid Risk Assessment & follow our Covid Bookings Policy when
on the premises.
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‘I do not know the man’, the fearful Peter said
At the end of this month, on 28th June, we celebrate two of the great saints of the early
church: Peter and Paul. We might relate more easily to Peter because his humanity and
vulnerability spill out of the pages of the New Testament in everything he said and did.
Peter was a fisherman, who was impetuous and headstrong, not once, but over and over
again, saying one thing, and doing another. And yet our Lord chose Peter as the rock on
which He would build His church, and at Caesarea Philippi Peter acknowledges that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Then, when Jesus is arrested, the same Peter in
the High Priest’s courtyard declares with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’

That denial is in all four Gospels. We might have expected the evangelists would have had
greater respect for this follower of Jesus. But they are not intimidated by his later fame
and importance, and they record the episode in vivid detail.
That episode is recorded by Duccio in this month’s painting, ‘Christ before the High Priest
and the Denial of Peter.’ Duccio worked in Siena in the late 13th and 14th centuries. In his
paintings Jesus and the saints are no longer remote, austere figures: he portrays them in
a natural, simple way. His greatest work was a series of 45 panels called the Maesta.
This month’s picture is the first painting to depict Jesus’ trial and Peter’s denial together.
The scene is a two-storey building: the figures above, apart from the High Priest, are all
on their feet. Below, the figures are all seated, with the exception of the serving girl.
Notice the wonderful array of hair styles and beards that are typical of Duccio’s work.
In the painting Peter is recognisable by his halo, like Jesus above. He is in a direct line
below Jesus, but just look at the contrast between the two.
Jesus is standing with His hands bound in front of Him and
His head to one side. Peter below is seated, looking
straight at the girl, raising his hand to protest his ignorance
and warming his feet by the fire. It needed courage for
Peter to be there, but the Gospels tell us how quickly his
vulnerability is exposed. As he answers the questions and
reveals his Galilean accent, he starts to curse. He denies
Jesus three times, and the scene ends in bitter tears. For all
the bravado, a human, broken figure leaves the scene.
On his feast day we rejoice in that humanity of Peter, which
brought him low, but encouraged him to try again. In
Duccio’s painting his denial takes place by the fire of the
courtyard. It will be by another fire lit on the shore of the
sea of Tiberias that Peter will be asked another three
questions – not by a serving girl, but by Jesus. This time he
will respond with affirmation, knowing that his Lord has
come in resurrection glory to bring a new way forward for
him and for everyone as He offers life in abundance.
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An Old Chinese Legend
An old Chinese legend says that one day an emperor summoned young people from all
across the kingdom to the capital city. When they gathered at the courtyard of the royal
palace, he addressed them, saying, “When I die, one of you will become the next
emperor. As you leave here today, my servants will give each of you a magic seed. You
must plant it, nurture it, and care for it. One year from today, you will return here with
your plants, and by looking at them, I will know who is worthy to be the next
emperor.” Each young person took his or her seed and hurried home, filled with
excitement and determination, including a young man named Ling. He planted his seed
and faithfully watered it each day, but it failed to sprout. All his friends, aided and
abetted by their parents, boasted about how their seeds had brought forth large and
beautiful plants, but Ling had nothing to show for his efforts, and he felt ashamed and
embarrassed.
When the year was up, Ling was afraid to return to the emperor’s palace, but his mother
insisted it was his duty to go, so he went off. The royal courtyard was filled with young
people carrying beautiful flowers, bushes, and even small trees, and Ling, in his
embarrassment, tried to hide in a corner. When the emperor came out, he seemed
unimpressed by the many different thriving plants. Spotting Ling, however, he ordered
the guards to bring him forward. Everyone laughed at the spectacle of this young man
holding a simple clay pot devoid of life, and Ling himself feared he was about to be put
to death for his failure. To the shock of everyone present, however, the emperor
announced, “Today I have chosen your new emperor. Behold! It is this boy!” Ling
stammered, “But, but, your majesty, I don’t understand; I failed to grow anything from
my seed.” The emperor explained, “That’s the point. A year ago I gave everyone here not
a magic seed, but an ordinary stone; no one could have grown anything from it. All the
others here are frauds. Only you had the courage and honesty to return here and tell me
the truth—and that’s why you alone have the makings of an emperor!
Quoted by Patrick van der Vorst in his daily reflections on Christian Art.
Anne Wild LLM

Home alone, wanting a gnome
Do you yearn for a garden gnome? You are not the only one.
Since last year’s lockdown, garden centres have been reporting a ‘massive upswing’ in
ornament sales, due to people being forced to spend more time in their gardens.
Gnomes top the list of most-wanted ornaments, with a near 100 per cent increase in
sales over the past two years.
There was even a gnome crisis a while back, when the Suez Canal got jammed, and
thousands of gnomes on their way to UK gardens could not get through.
25
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All in the month of June
It was:
25 years ago, on 4th June 1996 that the Second Severn Crossing was officially opened.
The bridge spans the River Severn and links England and Wales via the M4 motorway.
***
125 years ago, on 4th June 1896 that Henry Ford completed his first automobile, the
Ford Quadricycle, and gave it a test run around Detroit Michigan. It was a simple frame
with an engine, two gears, a tiller for steering and four bicycle wheels. It had a top speed
of 20mph. Its success led him to establish the Ford Motor Company
***
100 years ago on 10th June 1921 that Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, was born on a
dining room table in Corfu. He was the husband of Queen Elizabeth II.
***
90 years ago, on 13th June 1931 that Jesse Boot, 1st Baron Trent, British pharmacist and
philanthropist, died. He had turned his father’s Boots Company into a national chain of
chemists.
***
50 years ago, on 16th June 1971 that John Reith (Lord Reith), 1st Baron Reith, Scottish
business executive and politician, died. He was Manager and Director General of the
BBC in its formative years. He also formed BOAC (now British Airways).
***
175 years ago, on 28th June 1846 that Belgian musical instrument maker Adolphe Sax
patented the saxophone.

All in the month of July
245 years ago, on 4th July 1776 that Congress accepted the Declaration of Independence
written by Thomas Jefferson, formally ending American links with Britain.
***
30 years ago, on 10th July 1991 that Boris Yeltsin took the oath of office, becoming the
first popularly elected president in Russia's thousand-year history.
***
45 years ago, on 18th July 1976 that the first perfect 10 ever recorded in Olympic
gymnastics was achieved up by Romania's 4-foot-11, 88-pound Nadia Comaneci on the
women's uneven parallel bars.
***
65 years ago, on 26th July 1955 that the Suez Crisis begins.
***
40 years ago, on 29 July 1981 that Prince Charles marries Lady Diana Spencer at
St. Paul's Cathedral
***
55 years ago, on 30th July 1966 that England win the Jules Rimet trophy, Association
Football’s World Cup, at Wembley Stadium in London after beating Germany 4-2 in extra
time.
***
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Wordsearch
St Alban - the first British martyr
Persecution of Christians worldwide is rising fast, so it is worth remembering St Alban, the
first British martyr. Alban was a Roman citizen living in England when the Roman emperor,
Diocletian, began a fierce persecution. Soon Alban found a desperate priest on his
doorstep, hunted by local soldiers. Alban gave the priest shelter, and within days was
converted. When the soldiers arrived, Alban took the priest’s place, refused to offer
sacrifice to the Roman gods, and was condemned to death. Alban went to his execution
on 22nd June 250AD with such serenity that one of the executioners was converted. He
died on the site of the Hertfordshire town that now bears his name.

Alban
martyr
persecution
Roman

emperor
Diocletian
priest
Converted

soldiers
sacrifice
gods
condemned
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death
execution
serenity
Died

site
town
name
doorstep

The story behind the HYMN:
‘Lord, for the years’
Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord for the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise.

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,
past put behind us, for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Lord, for our land in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

* Lord, for our hopes, the dreams of all our living,
Christ and his kingdom one united aim;
Rulers and peoples bound in high thanksgiving,
Lord of our hopes, our trust is in your Name. …

* extra verse written for Queen’s Golden Jubilee (see below)
By Timothy Dudley Smith

This well-loved hymn was written in 1967 by the Revd Timothy Dudley Smith, who later
became Bishop of Thetford. He later confessed: “I wrote it on a train when I was very
pressed for time. I’m thankful if something I write gets picked up, but I suspect anyone
who does something in a rush later regrets that they didn’t find time to apply the
sandpaper a bit more!”
Dudley Smith had been asked to write a hymn for the centenary service of the Children’s
Special Service Mission, now Scripture Union, in St Paul’s Cathedral. His commission
was to write words that could be fitted to Jean Sibelius’s Finlandia, as it was to be
accompanied by an orchestra with this tune in their repertoire. And so – ‘Lord for the
years’ was written.
Dudley Smith need not have worried about lack of time – his lyrics were a ‘hit’ in the
cathedral on the day, and went on to become so well-loved that George Carey chose the
hymn to be sung at his consecration as Bishop of Bath and Wells, and then again later, in
1991, for his consecration as Archbishop in Canterbury Cathedral.
The hymn continued to be widely sung and loved, until in 2002 Timothy Dudley Smith
was asked to write an extra verse for it so that it could even be sung around the time of
the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.

Many of the words in the hymn are true for the Queen herself, as she celebrates her 95th
birthday this year. She does indeed thank God ‘for the years your love has kept and
guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way’…
And so indeed the ‘extra’ verse added for the Queen has also held true:
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Crossword
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Across
1
4
8
9
10
11
12
17
19
21
22
23
24

Military tactic used by Joshua to attack and destroy the city of Ai (Joshua 8:2) (6)
Place of learning (6)
‘When Moses’ hands grew — , they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on
it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)
Unpleasant auguries of the end of the age, as forecast by Jesus (Matthew 24:7) (7)
Stronghold to which girls in King Xerxes’ harem (including Esther) were taken
(Esther 2:8) (7)
Where Saul went to consult a medium before fighting the Philistines
(1 Samuel 28:7) (5)
Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9)
Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)
So clear (anag.) (7)
‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’: one excuse to be absent from the great
banquet (Luke 14:20) (7)
Long weapon with a pointed head used by horsemen (Job 39:23) (5)
Musical beat (6)
What the Israelites were told to use to daub blood on their door-frames at the first
Passover (Exodus 12:22) (6)

Down
1
2
3
5
6
7
9
13
14
15
16
18
20

Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)
Art bite (anag.) (7)
‘The people of the city were divided; some — with the Jews, others with the
apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)
Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)
Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)
Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)
‘You love evil rather than good, — rather than speaking the truth’ (Psalm 52:3) (9)
Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)
They were worth several hundred pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)
‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)
How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter when he went into the room where she lay
(Mark 5:39) (6)
The part of the day when the women went to the tomb on the first Easter morning (
John 20:1) (5)
Narrow passageway between buildings (Luke 14:21) (5)
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On getting to church at
a social distance
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Since your parishioners mostly live in an area of half a square mile, where their only
concern in getting to church is whether to take the underpass, or to risk a dash across the
ring road, you may have little understanding of the problems our folk have in travelling
our long country lanes to church, especially as we are keeping our social distance from
each other.
Several parishioners have decided that they can’t possibly share cars even with their own
spouses, as in their 15-room homes they have successfully (and in some cases, happily)
avoided each other for months. So the lane outside the church has filled up each week
with Mercedes nudging Audis, and Land Rovers easing in between Bentleys.
Others arrive on horseback. But they are careless about leaving their horses to graze in
the churchyard, and I have had to remind them twice that flowers in memorial vases are
not fodder. The horses do help to keep the grass down, but unfortunately our verger now
objects to standing outside during Mattins, holding the reins of half a dozen horses. He
says it is not part of his job description, which only confirms my view that there is entirely
too much fuss these days about having job descriptions at all.
Major Crompton’s devotion to his new sit-on lawnmower has inspired him to travel to
church on it. Since he is unable to uncouple the mowing apparatus, the tarmac on his two
-mile drive is acquiring interesting patterns. His drive at two miles per hour along narrow
lanes means he arrives leading a procession of cars with drivers given the opportunity to
exercise the Christian virtue of patience.
Mrs Pendleton, on the other hand, leads a small but select group from the Mothers’
Union who are all keen cyclists. They all arrive on a whoosh of fresh air, their hair in total
disarray, but with pink cheeks glowing with health. Nobody in church minds sitting near
them, as anyone who can manage to peddle an old three-gear bicycle up the hill to our
church is most unlikely to be sickening for anything.
Finally, of course, the majority arrive on foot, having negotiated fields, stiles and assorted
cattle on the way. The countryside may well praise God, but one does wish they wouldn’t
bring quite so much of it into church.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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The man who invented the saxophone
It was 175 years ago, on 28th June 1846, that Belgian musical instrument maker Adolphe
Sax patented the saxophone.
Born Antoine-Joseph in 1814, Sax quickly became known for his brilliant inventiveness
and his abrasive personality, but also – to the despair of his mother – for his brushes
with death as a child. He fell from a height of three floors and was believed dead, drank
a bowl of dilute sulphuric acid thinking it was milk, swallowed a pin, and received serious
burns from a gunpowder explosion. He also fell on to a hot cast-iron frying pan, was
struck by a cobblestone and fell into a river, then several times narrowly escaped
poisoning from sleeping in a room where varnished furniture was drying.
He also contracted lip cancer in the 1850s but made a full recovery.
It was surprising then, that he lived until his 80th year, dying in poverty in Paris despite
his many musical instrument inventions, which did not bring him wealth because they
were copied by others, despite his patent.
As well as the saxophone, which received huge support from classical composer Berlioz,
he also invented the saxatromba, saxhorn and saxtuba. He himself played flute and
clarinet. His parents were also instrument designers.
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD
(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE TIPPLERS)
New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now
more of a social club meeting monthly.
You do not have to make your own wine or beer or be knowledgeable
about wine or beer making - the only requirement is to have fun and
meet great people.
We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest
speaker. There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes
additional food at a small cost.
We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St
Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm, when the lockdown is
over and normal events recommence
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just turn up
and make yourself known to Ben or Ian and bring a drink for yourself.
There are no admission fees now & our yearly membership is just £30.
See the church notice board for our events in 2021.
Come along and ask for Ben or Ian who will
introduce you to some of our members
For more information contact Ian Stevens on
ianstevens8@gmail.com or 01621-819069
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Smile
For sale
An estate agent’s board outside a redundant church:
FOR SALE. - Suitable for conversion.
***
Friend?
Arriving at church to attend a wedding, a formidable looking lady in a large hat was
greeted by the usher. “Are you a friend of the groom?” he ventured.
“Certainly not,” she said indignantly. “I’m the bride’s mother.”
***
Curate
As the enthusiastic curate was preparing to move on to his first church as a vicar, a
parishioner asked him what he thought had been his main contribution to the life of the
church. He replied: “People here didn’t know what sin was until I came.”
***
Ground
Long ago when men cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft.
Today, it's called golf.
***
Thankful
A minister said to a precocious six-year-old boy, "So your mother says a prayer over you
each night? That's very commendable. What does she say?"
The little boy replied, "Thank God he's in bed!"
***
Finding
The shin bone is a device for finding furniture in the dark.
***
Gift?
I asked my mother if I was a gifted child. She said I must be, because they certainly
wouldn't have paid for me.
***
Chicken run
Idealistic politician: "I dream of a better tomorrow where chickens can cross the road
and not have their motives questioned."
***
Neighbourhood Watch
In one small rural village the local vet also led the local Neighbourhood Watch group.
Late one night the phone rang, and his wife answered. An agitated voice inquired, "Is
your husband there?"
"He is, but tell me, do you need him as the vet or the Neighbourhood Watch?"
the wife asked.
"Both!" was the reply. "We can't get our dog's mouth open, and there's a burglar in it!"
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The beginnings of Boots the Chemist
Jesse Boot, the British pharmacist and philanthropist, died 90 years ago, on 13th June
1931. He turned the Boots Company started by his father John – a former agricultural
worker – into a chain of chemists branded ‘Chemists to the Nation’.
The 1st Baron Trent, as Jesse became in 1929, sold his controlling interest to American
investors in 1920, but Boots continues to be a familiar name to all Britons. Ironically John
Boot had offered his close friend and business associate John Harston the opportunity of
going into business with him, but Harston had felt it was not a good investment.
Jesse Boot was a great benefactor to the City of Nottingham. He gave land for what is
now the University of Nottingham and was presented with the Freedom of the City of
Nottingham in 1920.
He met his wife, Florence Rowe, in a Wesleyan Chapel in Jersey while he was
recuperating from illness. She was also an astute businesswoman, who helped to
develop the Boots business, and her home island of Jersey benefited from the couple’s
generosity. After her husband’s death she commissioned the glass artist René Lalique to
refit the Anglican church of St Matthew there as a memorial to him.
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Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door
and promote your group, event or business
Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine
for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree,
All Saints’ Great Braxted,
All Saints’ Inworth
and
All Saints’ Messing
We have very good rates!
Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator
Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition
Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues)
Bookings & Enquiries to:
Christine Hall, Team Administrator
email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557
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Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare
My old tummy trouble flared up last month so Ollie stepped in to write our news. He
also provided the best laugh I’ve had in ages when mum caught him trying to converse
with a toy parrot! Seeing the superior ‘cat who walks by himself’ trying to get a
response from a stuffed toy cheered me up no end! Next time he mocks my canine
intelligence I’ll call him Pretty Ollie!
Although we are not holding any fundraising events, our trusty volunteers are a
determined bunch. Some will attend sale and markets arranged by various
organisations, other sell things at their garden gates, online and locally like Lorraine
who raised £274 with a ‘Pop Up Shop’ in Tiptree. Thank you to Millins Coffee Shop for
providing the venue and to all who supported her on the day.
Over the last year the demand for pets has increased dramatically and theft is rife. Dogs
have been taken, not only from owners and walkers whilst outdoors but from private
kennels and gardens in broad daylight. Please stay vigilant at all times to keep your
beloved companions safe and avoid the heartbreak of a missing pet.
Time to accompany Mum on her evening rounds before it gets dark then it’s a cosy bed
by the fire for me, Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua.
Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Registered Charity No.1124029, Stoke Road,
Leavenheath, CO6 4PP. Tel: 01787 210888 www.sesaw.co.uk
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Solutions:
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The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council
or Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry. Open Door is not
responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the
content, nor the failure of any published event to
44
go ahead.

