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FROM THE TEAM RECTOR
Happy new year to you all! No, I’m not getting ahead of myself.
The church’s year begins on Advent Sunday, which falls this year
on 28th November. It is always the fourth Sunday before Christmas.
Advent used to be a time of fasting and solemnity, similar to Lent,
as preparation for the feast of Christmas, which began on 25th
December and was celebrated for forty days afterwards all the way
up to Candlemas on 2nd February.
Nowadays we have rather lost Advent as a season because we
start celebrating Christmas so much earlier. Advent calendars used to be a way of
helping children wait for the main event, but now they are often more like the main
event itself. A colleague posted on Twitter that she had been sent an advert offering
her a caviar Advent calendar for £2000. Any takers? My first Advent calendar was
homemade by my parents and featured pictures they had drawn – not a chocolate in
sight.
In an age of instant communication and next-day delivery, I guess it isn’t surprising we
are not so keen on a season of waiting. And after the challenges of the last two years,
many of us will welcome any opportunity we have to join together with others and
celebrate. In the middle of it all, I hope we can all find a moment to pause, to give
thanks for what has been good, to reflect on what we have learnt, to remind ourselves
that Advent and Christmas are about the breaking-in of God’s love on a world that had
lost its way. God’s love is as much needed now as it was at the first Christmas.
We’d love to see you at one or more of our services for Advent and Christmas. We are
still working hard to help everyone feel safe when they come to church – let us know if
you have any questions you’d like to ask to help you feel safer. And may you know
God’s love with you through this season.
Anne-Marie
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Please remember to bring your facecovering with you to wear in church,
and help keep everyone safe during our Christmas services
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FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S
Hello my name is Sheila Gunson, many of you will
have seen me at St Luke’s and around the village
fundraising for Farleigh Hospice. I write to you now as Chairman of the
Friends Of St Luke’s.
Some of you will have heard of us but for those of you who do not know
who we are and what we do I hope to enlighten you.
We are a group of Tiptree people who put on events at St Luke’s.
We arrange a wide variety of concerts, Table Tops, Quizzes and History days
etc etc.
Like many other community groups we have not arranged many events
recently but following a recent meeting we are working hard on a full
programme for 2022 which includes a Community/History Day in May and a
Quiz in March with BBC Essex Presenters Steve Scrutton and Ian Wyatt.
We would welcome ideas for events and also new members to join the team
so please do contact me if you have an idea or two or would like to join this
keen happy team.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Thank you

Sheila Gunson
01621 816084
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Advent
The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham on waiting for Christmas.
Waiting is not popular in our culture, when so much can be obtained simply at the press
of a button! Advent, when we wait for the coming of Christmas, is also an opportunity to
learn what it means to be waiting for the promised return of Jesus. He says: ‘It’s like a
man going away: he leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their
assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. Therefore, keep watch because
you do not know when the owner of the house will come back’ (Mark 13:34-35).

We live between Jesus’ first and second comings and this parable reminds us of the need
to watch and wait, as disciples living faithfully for Him. It reminds us of two kinds of
waiting: passive and active. Imagine you’re at the railway station, awaiting the arrival of a
train. On the platform a man is asleep, as he thinks there is plenty of time before the train
arrives. He is passively waiting. There is also a small boy on the platform who is excited
about the train coming. He can’t sit still and constantly looks down the track to see if the
train is coming. He is actively waiting, for he expects the train to arrive at any moment.
Advent gives us a choice: how will we wait for Jesus’ coming? Passive waiting doesn’t
require much attention on our part. We can live our Christian life pre-occupied with our
own concerns, rather than looking to God. However, active waiting involves an eager
expectation, as we await Jesus’ return or simply look to him coming to us today. All we
want is to be found faithful as His disciples. There is nothing more important than being
ready to meet our Master!

Christmas Eve
How do you celebrate Christmas Eve? It has its own customs, the most popular of which
is going to Midnight Mass, or the Christ-Mass. This is the only Mass of the year that is
allowed to start after sunset. In Catholic countries such as Spain, Italy and Poland,
Midnight Mass is in fact the most important church service of the entire Christmas
season, and many people traditionally fast beforehand. In other countries, such as
Belgium and Denmark, people dine during the evening, and then go on to the Midnight
Service.
The British are behind some countries when it comes to exchanging presents: in
Germany, Sweden and Portugal the custom is to exchange on Christmas Eve. But the
British are ahead of Serbia and Slovakia, where the Christmas tree is not even brought
into the house and decorated until Christmas Eve.
Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of the fireplace, but traditionally it was lit
on Christmas Eve from a bit of the previous year’s log, and then would be burned nonstop until 12th Night (6th January). Tradition also decreed that any greenery such as
holly, ivy or mistletoe must wait until Christmas Eve until being brought into the house.
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Messing Harvest Festival
Pictured below are the Harvest Festival food donations from Messing for the food bank

Is it hard to park your car in the garage?
It is not your fault: the bestselling modern cars have become bigger by about up to a
third. A comparison of the most popular models sold in 1965 and 2020 found that
most popular modern models have expanded from 59 inches (1.5m) in width to 71
inches (1.8m) in width. Their length has gone from 153.5 inches (3.9m) to 169 inches
(4.3m). The most popular 2020 model, the Ford Fiesta, has a width of 66 inches (1.7m).
Yet the average garage door is still only 82 inches wide (2.1m), often leaving just six
inches (15cm) each side of the vehicle.
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Inworth Bellringers
A peal of 5040 changes was rung on the bells at Inworth Church on 18th August 2021, in
2hrs and 28mins to celebrate the life of Joyce Innes of the Old Rectory, Inworth, who
was a great friend and benefactor of the Church, bells and ringers. Kate Innes, her
daughter, was able to take a recording of the bells which has been sent to relatives in
New Zealand, along with details of the performance.
As described in the “ The Ringing World”
All Saints
Wednesday, 18 August 2021 in 2h 28 (5–1–2 in B)
5040 Surprise Minor (7m)
(1) London (2) York (3) Bourne (4) Westminster (5) Beverley (6) Ipswich (7) Cambridge
1 Stephen A Waters
2 Yvonne A Towler
3 James L Towler
4 Neil V Avis
5 Andrew R C Kelso
6 Alan P Mayle (C)
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A peal of 5040 changes was rung on the bells at Inworth Church 15th September 2021,
in 2hrs 30mins to celebrate the life of Michael J Edwards of Tiptree, who was a former
ringer and a helper in the installation of the new treble bell in 2003.
All Saints
Wednesday, 15 September 2021 in 2h 30 (5–1–2 in B)
5040 Spliced Surprise Minor (16m)
(1) Carlisle, Chester, Munden (2) London, Wells (3) Durham, York (4) Westminster,
Allendale, Fryerning (5) Bourne, Caithness (6) Beverley, Surfleet (7) Cambridge,Ipswich

1 Yvonne A Towler
2 James L Towler
3 Paul A Cammiade
4 Neil V Avis
5 Colin F Chapman
6 Alan P Mayle (C)
Rung to celebrate the life of Michael J Edwards
of Tiptree, who was a South East District
member and friend for over 60years.He had
been a past officer and helper to many towers
including Inworth, with the augmentation to 6
bells in 2003

Good news for coffee lovers
If you drink a cup of coffee a day, you could reduce your risk of having a stroke by a fifth.
A recent study, by researchers at Semmelweis University in Budapest, found that people
who drink a moderate amount of coffee (from half a cup to three cups a day) are 21 per
cent less likely to have a stroke, as compared to people who avoid coffee completely.

About 100,000 people in the UK suffer a stroke each year, and it is the fourth leading
cause of death, just behind dementia, heart disease and lung cancer.
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From Andy Butt
Tiptree Youth Project Outreach
Community Youth Worker
The season of Advent is upon us as this edition of OPEN
Door goes to publication. It’s that time of preparation
before Christmas as we get ready for a big event – and
nothing comes bigger than celebrating the birth of Jesus
Christ, Saviour and Messiah.
For me this whole term has been a time of preparation
and starting of things new, for just recently the weeks of preparation, of meetings,
discussions, emails, training - the list could continue - have come to the point of fruition
and fulfilment with the start of two significant things for me and TYPO.
In mid-November we launched a Brand New Youth Club for Tiptree. You may have
noticed social media posts about it or the write-up in the Daily Gazette. A dozen young
people joined Ben Randall, of the Essex Youth Service, and myself at the first session in
the Community Centre, to start working on a programme of activities which suits those
who come along. The new youth club, which very much fills a gap left by the closure of
the one at the Jam Factory, is setting out to be reactive to the needs of young people at
secondary school rather than being prescriptive. We want the youngsters who come
along to really own this club, to use it as a time to socialise, perhaps learn new skills, to
talk and chat and above all feel welcome. If you’re around late on Wednesday afternoons
and would like to help out do get in touch.
A couple of weeks before this time, Ben and I were able to start what is now a weekly
time of supporting the students at Thurstable School. This is initially through just making
ourselves available to them in the playground spaces at lunchtime on a Wednesday –
deliberately the same day as the youth club. I’m extremely grateful for the enthusiasm
and welcome received from My Ketley and Mr Lee, the head and deputy, to this
initiative. My hope and prayer is that after the enforced time away from schools work, it
my flourish into something truly beneficial for the school community, the village and
TYPO.
My hope and prayer for you is that you may have a truly good Christmas and a bright
new year.
Andy
You can contact me by email Andy@typo.uk.net or via facebook – search for Typo Andy
or follow TYPO on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook @TiptreeYPO
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Do you prefer using cash?
Access to cash is still an ‘essential piece of infrastructure’ for elderly people. Cutting
them off from cash and banking services is tantamount to excluding them from society.
So warns Age UK, which has been pointing to recent figures from the Financial Conduct
Authority that show that about 2.4million people aged 65 and over still rely on cash in
their day-to-day life. That represents about a fifth of all older people. And while cash use
has plummeted during the pandemic, Age UK stresses that it would be a mistake to assume that everyone can make all their financial transactions digitally.
A YouGov survey in January 2021 found that more than half of over-65s in the UK had
used cash within the previous week.
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The laws about Christmas
by David Pickup, a solicitor.
And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no guest room available for them. Luke 2:7
Bethlehem was busy that first Christmas. This year Christmas Day is on a Saturday, and
we get two Bank Holidays on the Monday and Tuesday. There are some peculiar legal
rules about Christmas that are more significant when Christmas Day falls on a normal
working day.
The courts are closed, so you could not go to court if you wanted to. No writ, warrant to
enforce a judgment or order is allowed on a Christmas Day. So, while you may pretend
you are not at home to unwelcome relatives, you do not have to hide from a court
officer wanting to evict you or take your goods.
Curiously, there is no law to say you cannot work on the big day. The only law that
protects shop workers is the Christmas Day (Trading) Act 2004, which imposes a ban on
Christmas Day trading for large shops, over 280 square metres in size, in England and
Wales.
If you get bored on Christmas, you can eat as much as you like, but you cannot go
outside and shoot pheasants or any other game. The Game Act 1831 makes it illegal.
Christmas has other particular laws around it. It is against the law to sell Christmas
crackers to anyone under 12, because of the Pyrotechnic Articles (Safety) Regulations
2015, s.31. Also, and this is frustrating for many, it is against the law to make or use a
slide from snow or ice in the metropolitan area, under the Metropolitan Police Act 1839.
This, as always is a light-hearted comment and you should always take proper advice.
Spare a thought and a prayer for those who are homeless or fear the knock on the door
from a bailiff or debt collector. If you need advice or help, don’t hang about, contact
someone, one of the debt charities like Christians Against Poverty.

Plastic spending
We spent more than £4 in every £5 by using plastic last year, according to the British
Retail Consortium. Debit and credit card transactions accounted for 81 per cent of all our
spending, up from 78 per cent in 2019.
For the first time, we used our debit cards for more than half (54 per cent) of all our
transactions. Cash accounted for 15 per cent of our total spending in retail, down from
20 per cent in 2019.
12
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A Christmas Gift
The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham considers the gifts of the Magi.
It’s not easy getting the right Christmas present for others, especially in these uncertain
times. However, the Magi’s gifts were entirely appropriate and help us to understand
God’s gift of Jesus to us.
‘On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with
gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.’ (Matt 2:11). These were the expensive kind of
gifts that visitors from the east would bring: gold, frankincense (a plant gum resin used
in incense) and myrrh (another resin used in perfumes).
Who is He?
Gold is a gift for a king. In Jesus, we see a king in baby clothes. The worship of the wise
men was costly, not only in terms of their gifts but for their lives.
Why did he come?
Frankincense was used by the priests in the temple in offering sacrifices. Jesus, as the
ultimate priest, is the one who came to bring God and man together. He could do this
because He is both divine and human.
What did it cost Him?
Myrrh was used to embalm the dead. This gift reminds us that the baby of Bethlehem
would die on the cross to give His life for us. The wood of the crib and the cross are the
same wood!
What are we going to offer Him this Christmas? Jesus is Christ, the king who comes to
rule our lives; He’s Lord, the One who knows what it’s like to be human as well as divine;
and He’s Saviour, who enables us to be friends of God.
“At Christmas time, when we receive presents that we don’t really need, God offers us a
gift we cannot do without.” – J John
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What about the risk
assessment!!
This newspaper cutting
came to light during a
clearout.

Think of the paperwork if
we wanted to do it now.
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God’s Gifts
To all our lovely people in all our lovely churches
My apologies for yet again bringing up the subject of tithing: the giving of one tenth of
our income to God. The first time I wrote about it was in the December to February issue
of Open Door in 2016. The title was “Good tithings of great joy.” Then and now I am
truly heartbroken to see the sad lack of finance within our benefices, resulting in the
cutting back of clergy and other important areas.
Why do we feel that we cannot take our loving Heavenly Father at His word in Malachi
chapter 3 verse 10, where it asks us:
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse that there may be meat in my house, and
prove me now herewith saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”
It’s just that God revealed this promise to me many years ago and I have continually
found it a joy as he fulfils it to me. I am aware that many of His precious people do give
generously and that this is a private matter. One of our members on our Monday
evening Bible study reminded us recently that God will not always give us what we want,
but He will always give us what we need.
I feel that this promise is one that he longs to fulfil, but it reminds us that we need to
play our part too. May we take this to heart and be surprised at all He will do.
With love and God bless us all this Christmas time.
Trudie Brown

Seen In St Luke’s Churchyard

Left:
Before

Right:
After

16

26 December

St Stephen – the first martyr (died c 35 AD)

Have you ever stopped to consider that the very first martyr of the Christian Church was
a deacon? (But no, he wasn’t worked to death by his church.) It was Stephen, one of
the first seven deacons of the Christian Church. He’d been appointed by the apostles to
look after the distribution of alms to the faithful poor, and to help in the ministry of
preaching.
Acts 6 and 7 tells us all that we know of his life, and the passages seem to suggest that
he was an educated Hellenistic Jew. Certainly Stephen’s famous challenge to the
Jews reveals him to have been learned in the Scriptures and the history of Judaism,
besides being eloquent and forceful.
Stephen's proclamation on the day of his martyrdom pulled no punches. He told the
Jews that God did not depend on the Temple. The Temple was but a temporary
institution destined to be fulfilled and superseded by Christ, who was the prophet
foreseen by Moses as the Messiah for whom the Jewish race had so long awaited.
Stephen then challenged his hearers for resisting the Spirit and for killing the Christ, as
their fathers before them had killed the prophets. The Jews were so outraged by this
that they stoned Stephen on the spot for blasphemy.

As he died, Stephen saw a vision of Christ on God's right hand. The men who were
witness to the stoning placed their clothes at the feet of Saul (afterwards Paul), who (to
his deep regret later) consented to Stephen's death.
By the fourth century Stephen had his own feast day in both East and West
Churches. When his supposed tomb was discovered in 415, his popularity soared. His
(supposed) relics were taken to Constantinople and then Rome, along with some stones
(allegedly) used at his martyrdom.
Early on the Church made Stephen the patron saint of deacons. In the late Middle Ages
he was also invoked against headaches (?!).
In England, 46 ancient churches are dedicated to him, most of them built after the
Norman Conquest. In art Stephen is usually given a book of the Gospels and a stone,
and sometimes the palm of martyrdom.

With Christmas entertaining in mind…some very light-hearted observations
There are some people who want to throw their arms round you simply because it is
Christmas; there are other people who want to strangle you simply because it is
Christmas. – Robert Lynd
***
Drive carefully this Christmas. It’s not only cars that can be recalled by their maker. – Anon
***
Be kind to your mother-in-law, and if necessary, pay for her board at some good
hotel. – Josh Billings
17
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Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension
for your meeting, group or event
The extension has seen a number of
improved facilities including a separate
new entrance for all users, additional
toilets, storage space and an enlarged
kitchen. Now we are able to re open
following the Covid19 pandemic why not
use us for your meeting, group or event?

Bookings & Enquiries

Phone Gareth Williams:
01621 818069
hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com
Wi-fi available for
group leaders or speakers
(discuss your needs when
booking)

Covid 19: All hirers are asked to complete a Covid Risk Assessment & follow our Covid
Bookings Policy when on the premises.
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My LLM Course
I wanted to take the opportunity to thank you all for the many kind wishes and prayers
for me as I start on the LLM course. I am still adjusting to the change in workload, as I
continue to come to a realisation of what I have taken on and how much time it takes. I
am afraid this means you will see less of me around doing things at St Luke’s, as there
are only 24 hours in a day and late night study just does not work for me, I need my bed!
The course seems to be going well, although at the time of writing this I have not yet received feedback on the first assignment, that is due late November and the next assignment is due 3rd December. But I do then get a break from going to college until midJanuary. However, having learnt from this term I hope to spend at least some of that
break preparing for next term. This term I have been studying materials about mission
and the four aspects of theology: scripture, reason, tradition and experience/culture. In
January we start looking at the Old Testament.
I signed up for New Testament Greek as an optional extra, but have realised I am not superwoman and cannot do it all, especially as I am still working full time, so I gave that up
after a few weeks. It does mean that allows me an opportunity each week to discuss the
course, and what we are studying, with other trainee LLMs and Ordinands, which is proving again what I already knew, that we learn as much from each other through discussion
as we do in formal learning. I have also had one Saturday session so far, looking at Jesus
as an educator and some education theories, with another one due soon. It is also a
great blessing to share a meal with all the college attendees and lecturers and then share
a time of worship together in the beautiful setting of the cathedral.
Wendy Borgartz

A new Bible for all your family
In partnership with Youth for Christ and several other family-focussed organisations, the
Bible Society has created an edition of the Bible specifically designed for families.
The Good News Bible – Family Edition has plenty of features to help each member of the
family engage with the Bible at their own pace.
The Bible Society says: “We know that doing Bible reading as a group can be difficult, so
we have designed this new Bible to be a resource that encourages families to respond
creatively to the text, whilst supporting individual preferences for engaging.

Based on the five themes of THINK, CHAT, DO, CREATE and WATCH, the Bible contains
“plenty of interactions” to suit every member of a family.
The aim is to allow families “to journey through the Bible together”, and in the process
come closer to God, and to each other.
Find out more at: biblesociety.org.uk/gnbfamily
20
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Liz’s Licensing
Thursday 18th November
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Photographs by Norman Eastbrook
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God in the Arts

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘The Annunciation
to the Shepherds’ by Sano di Pietro. It now hangs in the Vatican. It can be found at:
https://www.wikigallery.org/wiki/painting_232130/Sano-Di-Pietro/The-Annunciation-tothe-Shepherds
‘In that region there were shepherds keeping watch over their flock’
In the Old Testament shepherds were greatly valued and treated with respect.
Patriarchs, prophets and kings had all tended sheep. Job, a rich man, owned 14,000
sheep. David was tending sheep when he was called by God and anointed by Samuel.
But as the Israelites settled in towns and cities and turned to farming, attitudes towards
the shepherds changed. As the New Testament opens, shepherding had become a dirty,
lonely life, away from civilisation. Shepherds could not observe the daily rituals of their
faith, and so they had a low status in society, looked down upon by orthodox Jews.
But out in the countryside with just the hills and the plains and the open air, St Luke tells
us that it was there that God’s message was proclaimed and heard. Cities and towns had
walls and barriers, as Bethlehem has today. But in the fields at night, there were
shepherds, watching and alert, ready for any eventuality. And so, they were the first to
hear of the birth of a Saviour.
24

‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ is this time’s painting by Sano di Pietro. We know
little about this Italian artist apart from some dates. He was born in Siena in 1406 and
died there in 1481. But he has left us a legacy of beautiful and sensitive paintings. As we
look at this scene, we see the human details: two shepherds huddled by the fireside
with their dog, all three looking up to see the angel, and a spear by the side to ward off
thieves and predators. The sheep are safely in their pen, black and white fleeces
huddled together for warmth. In the sky the angel appears, bearing an olive branch in
one hand and with the other pointing to Bethlehem in the distance.
Luke has already told us of another annunciation, with Gabriel visiting Mary. Artists
loved to portray this scene and often showed a lily, the symbol of purity, in their
paintings. Here there is the olive sprig, a symbol of peace to reinforce the angelic
message of peace in the birth of the Saviour. Luke goes on to tell us how Jesus brought
new meaning and peace to all those like the shepherds who were nobody in the eyes of
people, but everything to the eyes and heart of God.
Jesus in His teaching often turned to the theme of sheep and shepherds, with parables
about lost sheep, gates to the fold, and hireling shepherds. Just as the faithful shepherds
were prepared to give their lives to protect the flock, so Jesus the Good Shepherd gave
His life for the world – a death that would bring the peace and reconciliation shown in
that olive branch held by the angel. At this Christmas time we rejoice with the heavenly
host to proclaim the birth of this Prince of Peace and we commit ourselves to that work
of peace and shepherding. Howard Thurman wrote these words:
‘When the song of the angels is stilled…
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost, to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.’

Dogs and people
Dogs really are in tune with human emotions like no other species, and they are born
with this ability.
Such is the finding of a recent study at Duke University in North Carolina, which
compared the interaction of wolf cubs with humans, and of puppies with humans. In test
after test the puppies came top in their innate ability to understand human instructions.
As one researcher explained: “Dogs are born with this innate ability to understand that
we’re communicating with them, and we’re trying to co-operate with them.” The study
concluded that the social genius of dogs with humans is a product of thousands of years
of domestication.
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Baptisms
12 September

Tilly Wood

Inworth

10 October

Mabel Aldridge

St Luke’s

24 October

Maeve Graham

St Luke’s

17 September

Wayne Smith & Nicola Melhuish

St Luke’s

25 September

Douglas Williams & Lucy Brice

Great Braxted

2 October

James Dixon & Emma Budge

Great Braxted

25 October

Jonathan Strutt & Kerry Banks

Great Braxted

13 October

Alfred Perrin

Colchester Crematorium

14 October

Joyce Neal

St Luke’s

Weddings

Funerals

How many trees are enough?
How many Christmas trees will you have this year? Last year many bored families, stuck
at home during the festive season, decided to branch out and set up two or more
Christmas trees – often one in a pot for the front of the house, and a bigger one inside.
It seems that two trees helped people to feel more festive. According to John Lewis and
Waitrose, more than 268,000 feet of Christmas trees were purchased last Christmas –
equivalent to nine times the height of Mount Everest. That takes a lot of fairy lights and
baubles!
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All in the month of December
It was:
231 years ago, on 4th December 1791 that The Observer, now the oldest Sunday
newspaper in the world, was first published in Britain.
***
th
1500 years ago, on 7 December 521 that St Columba, Irish missionary who spread
Christianity in Scotland, was born. He was one of the Twelve Apostles of Ireland.
***
th
80 years ago, on 7 December 1941 that the Japanese made their surprise bomb attack
on Pearl Harbour, Hawaii. The USA, UK, Netherlands, New Zealand, and other countries
declared war on Japan the following day. The War in Europe had now become a World
War.
***
th
25 years ago, on 10 December 1996, that South African President Nelson Mandela
signed a new constitution, completing the transition from white minority rule to full
democracy.
***
120 years ago, on 11th December 1901 that the first transatlantic radio signal was
transmitted by Guglielmo Marconi from Cornwall, England, to St. John's, Newfoundland.
***
th
40 years ago, on 14 December 1981, that Israel annexed the Golan Heights, formerly
part of Syria, which it had occupied since 1967.
***
th
150 years ago, on 24 December 1871 that the world premiere of Giuseppe Verdi’s
opera Aida, was held in Cairo, Egypt.
***

All in the month of January
It was:
520 years ago, on 1st January 1502 that Portuguese explorers landed at Guanabara Bay
on the coast of South America and named it Rio de Janeiro (River of January). Rio de
Janeiro is currently Brazil's second largest city.
***
145 years ago, on 1st January 1877 that Queen Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India.
***
130 years ago, on 1st January 1892 that Ellis Island in New York Harbour opened. Over 20
million new arrivals to America were processed until its closing in 1954.
***
50 years ago, on 5th January 1972 that President Richard Nixon signed a bill approving
$5.5 billion over six years to build and test the NASA space shuttle.
***
475 years ago on 28th January 1547 that King Henry VIII of England died and was
succeeded by his son, Edward VI. Henry had ruled since 1509 and had broken all ties with
the Roman Catholic Church over the issue of divorce.
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Wordsearch
Christmas is nearly here! Two thousand years ago the Jews were longing for the coming
of their Messiah. The Old Testament had promised that when He came, He would preach
good news to the poor, bind up the broken hearted, proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,
comfort all who mourn and to bestow on His people a crown of beauty instead of ashes.
Jesus did all those things. He was and is the Son of God, and whoever has seen Him has
seen the Father. Whoever believes in Him will have the best gift of all – His Spirit within
them, which gives them eternal life.

Messiah
Broken
Heart
Freedom

Darkness
Favour
Prisoners
Comfort

Mourn
Bestow
Crown
Beauty

Ashes
Son
God
Jesus
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Seen
Father
Whoever
longing

thousand

Our page
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25 December: The history of Christmas
The Bible does not give a date for the birth of Jesus. In the third century it was suggested
that Jesus was conceived at the Spring equinox, 25th March, popularising the belief that
He was born nine months later on 25th December. John Chrysostom, the Archbishop of
Constantinople, encouraged Christians worldwide to make Christmas a holy day in about
400.
In the early Middle Ages, Christians celebrated a series of midwinter holy days. Epiphany
(which recalls the visit to the infant Jesus of the wise men bearing gifts) was the climax
of 12 days of Christmas, beginning on 25th December. The Emperor Charlemagne chose
25th December for his coronation in 800, and the prominence of Christmas Day rose. In
England, William the Conqueror also chose 25th December for his coronation in 1066,
and the date became a fixture both for religious observance and feasting.
Cooking a boar was a common feature of mediaeval Christmas feasts, and singing carols
accompanied it. Writers of the time lament the fact that the true significance of Christmas was being lost because of partying. They condemn the rise of ‘misrule’ – drunken
dancing and promiscuity. The day was a public holiday, and traditions of bringing evergreen foliage into the house and the exchange of gifts (usually on Epiphany) date from
this time.
In the 17th century the rise of new Protestant denominations led to a rejection of many
celebrations that were associated with Catholic Christianity. Christmas was one of
them. After the execution of Charles I, England’s Puritan rulers made the celebration of
Christmas illegal for 14 years. The restoration of Charles II ended the ban, but religious
leaders continued to discourage excess, especially in Scotland. In Western Europe (but
not worldwide) the day for exchanging gifts changed from Epiphany (6th January) to
Christmas Day.
By the 1820s, there was a sense that the significance of Christmas was declining. Charles
Dickens was one of several writers who sought to restore it. His novel A Christmas Carol
was significant in reviving merriment during the festival. He emphasised charity and
family reunions, alongside religious observance. Christmas trees, paper chains, cards
and many well-known carols date from this time. So did the tradition of Boxing Day, on
26th December, when tradesmen who had given reliable service during the year would
collect ‘boxes’ of money or gifts from their customers.

In Europe Santa Claus is the figure associated with the bringing of gifts. Santa Claus is a
shortening of the name of Saint Nicholas, who was a Christian bishop in the fourth century in present-day Turkey. He was particularly noted for his care for children and for his
generosity to the poor. By the Middle Ages his appearance, in red bishop’s robes and a
mitre, was adored in the Netherlands and familiar across Europe.
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Father Christmas dates from 17th century England, where he was a secular figure of
good cheer (more associated with drunkenness than gifts). The transformation of Santa
Claus into today’s Father Christmas started in New York in the 1880s, where his red robes
and white beard became potent advertising symbols. In some countries (such as Latin
America and Eastern Europe) the tradition attempts to combine the secular and religious
elements by holding that Santa Claus makes children’s presents and then gives them to
the baby Jesus to distribute.

From: https://christianity.org.uk/the-history-of-christmas/#.W9LmchNKhsM
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Dwindling wildlife in Britain
Be kind to the wildlife in your garden – what little of it remains. The UK is one of the
world’s most nature-depleted countries, and it may not even have enough biodiversity variety of plant and animal life - to prevent an ecological meltdown.
That is the finding of new data by the Natural History Museum. It says that the UK has
an average of only 53 per cent of its natural biodiversity left, well below the global
average of 75 per cent.

Worldwide, scientists warn that the variety of plant and animal life of earth is dwindling
fast. It will have a serious impact on human life: “those systems have lost enough to
mean that we have to be careful about relying on them functioning in the way that we
need them to.”

Crossword
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Across
1
Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7
David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during
a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8
They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th
and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
Down
1
‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2
‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous
are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3
One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4
He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5
City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6
‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9
Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people
from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)
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On the peril of choosing new kneelers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
After all these years, I now understand why the nonconformist denominations sit down, rather than kneel,
to say their prayers. That way, no decisions have to be
taken over the number, size, shape, colour, material and design of kneelers in church.
Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to celebrate the Relief of
Mafeking, and after more than a century of use by the pious and not-so-devout has taken
its toll. Like certain members of our congregation, they now look a little worse for wear.
Many have sprung leaks, so that when used, a jet of flocking is emitted all over the
clothes of their neighbour, who then leaves Mattins looking like a Yeti.
Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them most congenial for
nesting and who leave in high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss Mapp chases them down
the aisle with her umbrella; that this provides her with the perfect excuse to leave before
the sermon is, I am sure, entirely coincidental. The final straw came when my own, by
some quirk in its design, now sounds like a whoopee cushion every time I kneel. It may
cause the choirboys much amusement, but it lends nothing to the dignity of our worship.
So, we have decided to have a completely new set – and therein lies the problem. Who
makes them? What will be the designs? Who co-ordinates the whole project? There is
enough here to occupy the combined minds of our Church Council for the next
Millennium and there will be enough scheming, manoeuvring, signing of non-aggression
pacts and formation of tactical truces to make the United Nations look like amateurs.
Unfortunately, we do not have the ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue berets to enforce
peace.
The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they all show the Union
Jack – presumably so they can be waved at appropriate moments in our services; one
belligerent individual wants to see depictions of St Michael slaughtering the dragon, John
the Baptist’s head on a platter and other such tasteful scenes; on the other hand, dear
Miss Timmins wants them all to depict doves or small fluffy creatures, which would make
the church look more like pets corner.
Cutting through these vital issues, I have suggested that the entire congregation converts
to Roman Catholicism.... and then we could stand for our prayers and do without
kneelers entirely.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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St Luke’s Ladies Group
Programme

Thursday 16 December

Christmas Meal

Thursday 20 January

Anglian Water, Community Ambassador

Various local charities are supported every year.
Look out for details about outings on the noticeboards.

WE MEET IN THE HALL IN THE EXTENSION, 3rd
THURSDAY IN THE MONTH at 8.00pm, ADMISSION
£3·00. INCLUDES RAFFLE & REFRESHMENTS
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD
(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE Tipplers Social Club)
New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now
more of a social club meeting monthly.

You do not have to make your own wine or beer or have any
knowledge on the subject, the only requirement is to have fun and
meet great people.
We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest
speaker. There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes
additional food at a small cost.
We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St
Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just
turn up and make yourself known to Neil or Steve and bring a drink
for yourself. There are no admission fees & our yearly membership
is just £30.
See the church notice board for our events in 2021-22
Come along and ask for Neil or Steve who will
introduce you to some of our members
For more information contact Neil Caney on 07581-093586
Covid-19
We are not currently supplying nibbles so please
bring your own. Face masks are no longer
mandatory but feel free to wear one if you wish.
We are seating 4 persons to a table & there is a
good amount of space between tables. Windows
are opened to allow air into the room. If possible
we are asking people to do a Lateral Flow Test
before attending the meeting. You will NOT be
asked for any proof of this or your Covid Vaccine
certificate.
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Smile
Santa
Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses.
***
Pay for it
Have you noticed? By the time you have paid off your holiday, it is time to think about
Christmas presents.
***
Split
A professor was lecturing his physics class. “If molecules can be split into atoms and the
atoms split into electrons, can the electrons be broken down any further?”
“I’m not certain,” replied one of his pupils, “But a sure way to find out would be to post
some of them in a Christmas package marked ‘fragile.’”
***
Cold
It was so cold last night, the thermometer knocked on the door and wanted to come in.
***
Easy come, easy go
Father Christmas enters through a hole in the chimney and leaves through a hole in your
pocket.
***
New bank
Mother decided that ten-year old Cathy should get something ‘practical’ for Christmas.
“Suppose we open a savings account for you?” she suggested. Cathy was delighted. “It’s
your account, darling,” mother said as they arrived at the bank, “so you fill out the
application.” Cathy was doing fine until she came to the space for ‘Name of your former
bank.’ After a slight hesitation, she put down ‘Piggy’.
***
Christmas Carols
One night Freda went carol singing. She knocked on the door of a house and began to
sing. A man with a violin in his hand came to the door. Within half a minute, tears were
streaming down his face. Touched, Freda sang every carol she knew - and some she
didn't. The man continued to weep gently throughout her performance. “I understand,”
she said softly at last. “You are remembering your happy childhood Christmas days.”
“No, not exactly,” he replied in a choked sort of voice. “I'm a musician!”
***
Replace
Did you know? By replacing potato chips with grapefruit as a snack, you can lose up to
90% of what little joy you still have left in your life.
***
I don't always go the extra mile, but when I do it's because I missed my exit.
***
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Music for the Messiah
Lester Amann considers the melody of Christmas
Have you noticed that, in the Christmas story, singing is featured on three occasions?
Firstly, after Mary was given a message from the angel Gabriel, and was visiting her
elderly and pregnant relative, Elizabeth. Mary was so overwhelmed with happiness at
the forthcoming miraculous births, she started to sing.
Over the years, her words, known as The Magnificat, have been set to music by various
composers. The hymn Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord is one example of it. Of
course, we don’t know Mary’s melody line, but her words express God’s promise that He
would rescue His people and through them save the world. Mary sings of God’s mercy
and benevolence on the helpless, the humble and the hungry.
Months later, in the fields of Bethlehem, shepherds were confronted with an angel and
given an incredible message: the Saviour, the Messiah had been born. This was followed
by a host of angels who could not help but sing glory to God. Later, the shepherds saw
the baby Jesus. They then returned home: not in silence and awe, but in song. They were
overwhelmed with an encounter with Almighty God! Heaven and earth had been
brought together. They simply couldn’t stop themselves from praising and glorifying God.
For Mary, the Shepherds and the Eastern Men too, that first Christmas brought in a time
of hope: hope for the helpless, pardon for the guilty, and forgiveness for the conscious
stricken. Good news for those who had had nothing but bad news!
From that time on, people have tried to express their gratitude, thanks and wonder at
God’s love and mercy. Over the centuries, countless poets and musicians have composed
music for us to sing. At no other time in the year, is so much music used to describe and
express one moment in history.
Traditionally, December is a time for concerts and services of Christmas music. We come
together to sing carols and other songs that express the wonder of God’s Gift to us.
Unfortunately, last year, the coronavirus restricted or even cancelled our musical
festivities. This month, we may be in a better position to worship together.
Jesus has given us hope; forgiven our sin; and continues to impart faith and heal our
spiritual wounds. Isn’t that something to always sing about? O come let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!
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Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door
and promote your group, event or business
Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine
for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree,
All Saints’ Great Braxted,
All Saints’ Inworth
and
All Saints’ Messing
We have very good rates!
Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator
Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition
Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues)
Bookings & Enquiries to:
Christine Hall, Team Administrator
email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557
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Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare
It’s time to thank all the wonderful people who have supported SESAW in so many
different ways over the last twelve months. Those who care for the animals whatever
the weather, carry out maintenance, donate handmade or purchased items, visit our
stalls at outside events to mention but a few. Your efforts ensure the charity continues to
care for animals in need. Thanks also to our fundraisers including Lorraine, for organising
another ‘pop up shop’ outside Don Tyler Opticians and for running a stall at the
Community Craft Fair, both events in Tiptree last month. Thank you also to the Opticians.
We hope to hold sales again in 2022, assuming no Covid restrictions prevent it. Please
leave a message on our ansaphone or email if you would like to help at events.
Applicants to help with animal care are also welcome if you can commit to one morning
a week.
Copies of Frank Payne’s book, “Here Today, Goon Tomorrow” are still available, an ideal
Christmas present when combined with the next instalment of the Author’s biography,
“Well Worth Waiting For”. Frank details his wartime childhood, National Service and his
career as a Sport journalist. Phone/text 07881 785535 to order the two volumes for £10,
all proceeds to SESAW.
We do not rehome animals over the Christmas period so we will be closed from 10th
December to 10th January 2022 but always available for emergencies. One last big thank
you to the Editor for giving us a voice. Season’s greetings to all our readers from my
feline friend, Ollie and me, Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua.
Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Registered Charity No.1124029, Stoke Road,
Leavenheath, CO6 4PP. Tel: 01787 210888 www.sesaw.co.uk

Ken wearing his festive hat
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Solutions:
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Friday, 3rd December
4.00pm
Christingle Service

3.00pm Messy
Church

Messing

3.00pm, Carol
Service

10.00pm, Midnight
Communion

11.15am, Carol
Service

11.15am Family
Communion

6.30pm, Carol
Service

No Service

9.00am Family
Communion

Inworth

Sunday 19th
December

4.00pm Crib Service
11.30pm, Midnight
Communion

11.15am Family
Communion

No Service

11.15am
Christingle Service

Great Braxted

Christmas Services At A Glance

Sunday 5th
December

Tiptree

Sunday 12th
December
4.00pm, Village
Carol Service on the
Green

Christmas Eve
Friday 24th
December

10.00am Family
Communion

No Service

Saturday 18th
December

Christmas Day
Saturday 25th
December

10.15am Holy
Communion

4.00pm, Village
Carol Service on the
Green

Sunday
26th December

Please remember to bring your face covering with you to wear in church,
and help keep everyone safe during our Christmas services

The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council
or Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry. Open Door is not
responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the
content, nor the failure of any published event to
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go ahead.

