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FROM THE TEAM RECTOR
I am very pleased that we have been able to appoint Revd Jackson
Crompton-Battersby to the post of Team Vicar in our benefice.
Many of us met Jackson when he came to visit our parishes in June
and he was interviewed by a panel appointed by the Team Council
on 4 July. Parish clergy have to give three months’ notice and
Jackson will then need to move house, so we expect his Licensing
to take place in November. This will be Bishop Guli’s first visit to
our benefice so we look forward to welcoming her as well as
Jackson.
Jackson and his family will be living in the Vicarage at Layer de la Haye. This is a halftime appointment, which means three days a week plus Sundays. The Team Council
decided before we advertised this post that we needed someone who could focus
particularly on working with the Church of England primary schools in Layer de la Haye,
Copford and Birch and on encouraging families to engage with the church in Copford
and Layer de la Haye. This is what Jackson will spend most of his time doing, but he will
also share in ministry across the team and there will be opportunities for people in the
other churches to get to know him. It is likely that Jackson’s working days will be
Sunday to Wednesday each week, but there are plenty of details still to be worked on.
Liz Barnes will continue to take weddings and funerals and to minister among older
people in our parishes. We will all work together to make sure things that need to
happen on Thursdays to Saturdays in Layer and Copford are covered.
Please pray for Jackson and his family as they prepare to move and for the parishes he
will be leaving behind. We look forward to welcoming Jackson among us and for
working with him in this next stage of the life of our Team Ministry.

Messing Church Decorated for3 the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Grace – it really is amazing
Most of us will know the hymn, Amazing Grace, by John Newton. Grace is an essential
element of our faith, but what is it, exactly?
In everyday life the word ‘grace’ has many uses: in the courts, a pardoned person has
been ‘shown grace’; in the arts, an exquisite dancer moves with beauty and grace; if
someone undertakes an unpleasant task cheerfully and willingly, it is done with ‘good
grace’ and composers sometimes add ‘grace notes’ to their music to enhance the
playing of their music.
The biblical use of the word ‘grace’ is quite different! The New Testament describes
grace as God doing something for us that we could not do for ourselves. That
‘something’ is the free and unearned favour of God towards us. It is God’s goodness
which removes human inferiority and worthlessness and which raises our status. It pays
the debt of sin. Grace welcomes the wretched, the weak and the wayward. It adopts us
– homeless orphans – into God’s family.
The story of King David and Mephibosheth is a remarkable example of grace. (see 2
Samuel 9:1-13) When David discovered a disabled relative of a former friend, he opened
the way for this person to be brought into the royal household. He was accepted into
David's family and given the same status as one of his sons.
Similarly, God accepts the unacceptable into His Heavenly Family. He accepts us as we
are, regardless of status, health - or any objections we may have! Our gracious God
loves us even though we are unlovely, undesirable and unholy.
We most see God’s love in the gift of His Son. We can only be thankful that through
Christ we have a new relationship with God. It is by His grace we are saved.
In John Newton’s famous hymn, he wrote ‘grace will lead me home’. Through the grace
of God we can be assured of eternal life, joy, peace and security with Christ.

Raffle Prizes
FoSL are after anything that is suitable for raffle prizes.
They don't mind what it is and are happy to create a prize
from what is given.
If you have anything please speak to Sheila Gunson or
telephone her on 01621 816084
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Announcement to be read at services on
Sunday 17 July 2022
From Bishop Guli and Archdeacon Ruth
We are pleased to be able to formally announce the good news that,
subject to appropriate DBS clearance, the Revd Jackson CromptonBattersby has been appointed as Team Vicar in the Thurstable and
Winstree Team Ministry.
Jackson is currently Rector of the Elmsett Benefice in the Diocese of St
Edmundsbury and Ipswich.
We hope that Bishop Guli will be able to license Jackson to his new
responsibilities in November and we will confirm this in due course.
Jackson will be living in the Vicarage at Layer de la Haye and will have
primary responsibility for the parishes of Layer de la Haye and Copford
and for work with schools and families, particularly in those parishes and
at Birch School.
Jackson says: “I look forward to the friendships that I will make as I serve
God in my new team ministry. We go where God tell us to go, and we trust
in Him.

I look forward not just to working with the people in the churches and
communities I will serve, but also to the stunning walks around the
reservoirs!”
We look forward to welcoming Jackson and ask for your prayers for him
and his family as they prepare to move and as he prepares to take up his
new ministry.
We also pray for the Elmsett Benefice, where Jackson currently ministers,
as they prepare to say goodbye to him and as they enter a period of
vacancy.
Thank you.
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New Outdoor Play Area
As you have approached
the entrance to St Luke's
recently you may have
noticed, and wondered
about, the fenced-off
area of grass on your left.
We are delighted to tell
you that this is our new
children's summer play
space. It was used for the
first time in mid June and
was a huge success. You
may remember that
before the hall was
extended in 2020 there
was a grass patch outside
the double doors which was very well used by the toddlers in good weather. but of
course that disappeared as the building work progressed.
The playspace has been funded largely by the group itself but we are grateful that a fair
amount of the ground work was done by the church maintenance team.
If you are in Tiptree on a Monday morning, call in and visit our very happy group; you
might even be lucky
enough to be offered a cup
of coffee and a biscuit!
Ruth - for Margaret and
Maureen, group leaders.
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LLM TRAINING UPDATE
I cannot quite believe it, but the first year is done (nearly anyway, just one 2,000 word
and one 3,000 word essays on Evangelism to write over the summer due in by midSeptember, so much for a summer break). Somehow, and sometimes it has felt like by
the skin of my teeth, I have managed to keep up, deliver all the pieces of work on time,
complete (most) of the reading to prepare for essays. It is only really some of the
evangelism lecture preparation reading I didn’t manage to do before the relevant
lecture, but will need to catch that up for my summer assignments.
We ended the term with a Eucharist service in the cathedral before the lecture, and I
even did something I had not done since before March 2020, we actually shared the
common cup. I could have just received the bread, but most people were receiving in
both kinds so I decided to risk it. As I haven’t come down with Covid, I count it a risk
worth taking, although I am very happy to continue as we are at St. Luke’s as it makes
sense with the rates as high as they are.
So looking back what has changed? We were warned right at the start we should expect
the experience to change us, we were being formed as well as learning. We were also
warned that it is quite normal to start to question our faith. I think the only thing that
shook me and took me time to work through on the faith front was the way I view the
Bible, not so much its contents but the way it was put together, how it was decided what
was included and what was excluded. Not something I had ever really thought in depth
about, the Bible was the Bible, there it was for us to read, study, help us, show us the
way. I don’t know whether I thought naively it had just appeared out of nowhere, fully
formed, God’s word. When I learnt more it made me stand back and think about how we
know this really is God’s word to us, given the level of human involvement in writing it
down, often many years or even centuries after the events. After thinking it through, my
conclusion was that if there was something God wanted to be included, He inspired
humans to write it down, to argue for its inclusion, His truth shone through allowing
those putting the Bible together to have confidence this was right, in the same way the
disciples after Pentecost just knew they were right. And equally the opposite would be
true of anything that should not be included.
Best bits of the experience for me? Firstly a group of really great people I have met and
new friends who have given me different insights to my faith. Closely followed by the
privilege of sharing worship with them in the beautiful atmosphere of the Cathedral. The
lecture series I have most enjoyed was on the Old Testament, mainly because I knew so
much less about the Old Testament than the New Testament. The worst bit is not so
much researching or writing the essays, but fiddling around with the footnotes and
bibliography in the required format – something I still need to get right at all times, but
again I am told that is what everyone struggles with.
So in so many ways, roll on year two, I am looking forward to it.
Wendy Borgartz
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FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S
EVENTS
*******
Saturday 3rd September 7.30pm
Ukeleles and More with Turning Heads
A lively happy evening of music for all ages.
Tickets £8
This is a joint event for St Luke’s Church and Farleigh Hospice
*******
Saturday 1st October 7.30pm
Quiz Night
Tickets £5 per person table of 6 – 8 people
*******
For more information on these events please contact
Sheila Gunson
01621 816084
Thank You
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The Grandeur of God
The Revd Dr Jo White continues her series on aspects of Christianity.
Do you understand the mysteries of God? Who is He? What is He up to? If Jesus’s
disciples who were with Him daily for years had trouble understanding Him, what
expectation is there that you and I will?
We get glimpses of Him – through new life, through nature, in creativity, music and
dance and so on – but none of us truly sees every part of Him. St Paul himself wrote that
“now we see through a glass darkly”.
So how do we try to express the grandeur of God? In the Old Testament, Isaiah 6:1, the
prophet wrote, ‘In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high
and lofty; and the hem of His robe filled the temple.’
I love that picture, it makes me think of brides on their wedding day who have a full skirt
and train, and the help they need from their bridesmaids just to get in and out of the
wedding car let alone anything else they need to do.
Architects and builders over the centuries have used the church building to illustrate
aspects of God and to share their faith.
This month
If you are able, visit a large church building or cathedral and spend some time there
when there is no service taking place. As you go into the building, quickly stop and just
look around you. ‘Feel’ the space surrounding and above you. The distance between you
and the ceiling or roof.
Stop for a while in the area where the congregation sit – the nave – taken from the Latin
word navis meaning ‘ship’. This is because when they were built, largely in the Middle
Ages, the people thought a nave looked like the bottom part of a ship turned upsidedown. This reminded them also of the story of God saving His creation at the time of the
flood by using the Ark. What does this space say to you about the mysteries of God?

Watch less TV, and live longer
A recent study at the University of Cambridge has estimated that about one in ten cases
of heart disease could be prevented, if people watched less TV.
It seems that more than four hours of screen-based sedentary activity a day can lead to
coronary heart disease, which is one of the UK’s leading causes of death. Heart disease
is responsible for about 64,000 deaths each year.
On the other hand, people who watch two to three hours a day were found to have a six
per cent lower risk of developing heart disease, while those who view less than an hour
a day had a 16 per cent reduced risk.
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Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension
for your meeting, group or event
The extension has seen a number of
improved facilities including a separate
new entrance for all users, additional
toilets, storage space and an enlarged
kitchen. Now we are able to re open
following the Covid19 pandemic why not
use us for your meeting, group or event?

Bookings & Enquiries

Phone Gareth Williams:
01621 818069
hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com
Wi-fi available for
group leaders or speakers
(discuss your needs when
booking)
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From Andy Butt
Tiptree Youth Project Outreach
Community Youth Worker
As I write this I’m hurtling into a very busy July and the
end of the academic year. By the time you read this I
should have just spent an energetic week aboard the
Fellowship Afloat Lightship with a group of young
people from across Essex. I’ll think I’ll need a bit of a
rest.
August is often a fallow time for Youth Workers as we
reflect on the activities we’ve undertaken from
September last until the schools break up. For me that includes my first regular ventures
into Thurstable School at Wednesday lunchtimes, plus the launch of the new community
Youth Club, with a colleague from the Essex Youth Service on Wednesday afternoons at
the Community Centre.
More recently Anne-Marie and I will have been in every Tiptree primary school, plus
Messing, delivering an hour long transition lesson to the year 6’s as they prepare to
move up into the Big School. I count it as a huge privilege, and not a right, that we have
been invited back into our local schools for this. We use an excellent resource from
Scripture Union called It’s Your Move to do this and based on last year I’m expecting it to
have gone well. Any change in situation is not easy for some people, children
particularly, especially where they’ve been established in one place for a lengthy time
and for an 11 year old the move away from an often loved primary school can be a bit of
a wrench, even though most are really educationally ready for the move. Do pray for our
young people moving into secondary school for the first time this September, especially
those going to Thurstable where I hope to meet them again on my weekly visits.
We will also have said Goodbye in July to three valued volunteers at my Friday Night CITY
Youth Club. It’s sad to see them go as they move away from the local area. This is going
to leave a big gap in my team, and whilst I have a couple of occasional fill in helpers lined
up I really do need some more adults to become a regular part of the team. Age is no
barrier to helping and training is available. Contact me if you are interested or nudged to
help in anyway. It’s actually through this sort of request that I got back involved in youth
work some years ago.
The Wednesday Youth Club also needs some help – If you could serve drinks, do a bit of
washing up and informally chat to young people from the kitchen in the Community
Centre for a couple of hours from 4:30 on a Wednesday again do get in touch and it
would really support what we are doing there.
Enjoy the rest of your summer.
Andy
You can contact me by email Andy@typo.uk.net or via facebook – search for Typo Andy
or follow TYPO on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook @TiptreeYPO
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Edinburgh Festival - 5th – 28th August
This year marks 75 years of the Edinburgh International Festival.
It was in 1947 that the first Edinburgh Festival was held. It was the idea of the then
General Manager of Glyndebourne Opera, Henry Harvey Wood, as well as the Head of
the British Council in Scotland and leaders from the City of Edinburgh. Their aim was to
establish “a world class cultural event” that would bring together audiences and artistes
from around the world. Over the past 70 years, it has done just that, featuring
performers from the worlds of dance, opera, music and theatre.
If you would like to see this year’s programme, please go to: https://www.eif.co.uk

£2.00
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Baptisms
19 June
3 July
3 July
17 July

Ben Worboys
Jude Taylor
Kiera Tucker
Margot Curson

Great Braxted
Great Braxted
St Luke’s
Great Braxted

Confirmed at Copford on 17 July by the Bishop of Colchester
Ben Jackson
Philip Kett
Helen Cardy
Fred Cardy
Henry Simpson
Weddings
21 May
1 June
11 June
18 June
2 July
16 July

James Abram & Joana Kindred
Alex Lock & Georgia Potts
Eduardo Martin & Jenna Payne
Christopher Hyde & Georgina Jeffery
Thomas Morgan & Yasmin Abed
Paul Curitz & Natalie Orr

Great Braxted
Great Braxted
Messing
Great Braxted
Great Braxted
St Luke’s

Funerals
27 June
28 June
6 July
19 July

Brenda Cowley
Richard Rich
Thomas Walker
Trevor Goodchild

Colchester Crematorium
Colchester Crematorium
Colchester Crematorium
Great Braxted
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How did we manage?
Do you ever wonder in the light of all the information that we receive daily; about all the
cut-backs and restrictions that are coming, will we be able to survive?
The loss of income, the health service, gas, electricity, fuel? All the things that we take
for granted each and every day! Sometimes when I am with friends or family, especially
those that are near my age, we have a tendency to remember the war years or even before and the ways we found to manage. We can smile now but valuable lessons have to
be learned to help us to manage and I feel that because we are the nation we are, we'll
learn to manage. Cut backs are inevitable and instead of protesting in ways that can only
make things difficult for many other folks, we need to thank God and look afresh at all
the things we have been able to enjoy for many years.
We can find solutions just as we did all those years ago. Count your blessings is a lovely
hymn that we sing sometimes in church or at home. I don't think we do this enough
these days. Having a thankful heart and looking out for each other is a good place to
start.
Yours in his keeping.
Love and God Bless
Trudie Brown.
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Next time you take a selfie,
don’t worry about your nose
A recent study by scientists at the University of Texas has discovered that younger
patients are booking unnecessary cosmetic surgery on their noses because selfies tend
to distort features, making people’s noses look longer and wider.
The findings, published in the journal Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, reveal that
noses can look up to 6.4 per cent longer in a selfie, as compared to a standard
photograph.
Professor Bardia Amirlak, the lead author of the study, explains: “There is a noted
relationship between the increase in selfie photographs and an increase in rhinoplasty
requests. As the popularity of selfie photography increases, it is crucial to understand
how they distort features and how patients use them to communicate.
Rhinoplasties are among the most common cosmetic operations in the UK and can cost
up to £7,000.

Enter My Rest
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a look at ‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean-Francois Millet,
which hangs in the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.

At this time of the year we are planning and looking forward to holidays: to that
welcome break away from the pressures and responsibilities of daily life and work. The
book of Genesis opens with a glorious account of God’s work of creation and tells us that
even God rested on the 7th day.
We all need to find that balance of work and rest, of activity and slowing down in our
lives. And we are not always good at that because our world seems to be in the fast lane.
We rush everywhere, we rush out of habit, and we rush because everyone around us is
rushing.
‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean–Francois Millet, a 19th century French artist, portrays two
peasants at work. They don’t seem to be rushing, but Millet has certainly portrayed the
hard toil of their work, digging in the earth from sunrise to sunset to eke out a living.
Millet was the son of a farm labourer and many of his paintings convey the severe
realism of peasant life. We can sympathise with the couple working on the land, and our
20

eyes focus on them as they dominate the canvas.
But in the corner under the shade of a tree there is a donkey and a sleeping child. The
donkey knows only too well the reality of toil and work, but here he is resting, enjoying
the peace and the shade. Andy Merrifield, an American philosopher, has just published
an account of his travels with a donkey, Gribouille. As they journey together, the donkey
teaches him the value of patience, the importance of going slowly through the world,
and the preciousness of tender friendship between humans and animals. They are all
caught up in the little donkey in this painting.
The man and woman in the foreground may reflect our own lives with the duties, the
expectations and the demands called of us at work. Take time to focus on the donkey,
enjoying his rest. Take time this summer to find relaxation and recreation on holiday. The
world may carry on spinning around us, but use that holiday to stand apart and enter
into the rest that God enjoyed after His work of creation.

Jean-François Millet, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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Thirty for 30 – what’s it all about?
With the recent spell of unprecedented temperatures and devastating fires in this
country and in Europe, the impact of climate change has become more of a topic for
debate – and rightly so. As Christians we are called to do what we can to ‘safeguard the
integrity of creation’ and this commitment has recently been included by the Church of
England in the text of the commissioning at baptism and confirmation when new
Christians make their commitment to live a Christian life. So, at our service of
confirmation at Copford in July, Bishop Roger asked the newly confirmed and the whole
congregation “Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and
renew the life of the earth?” and we responded “With the help of God, we will”.
Jesus reminded us that the commandments could be summarised as ‘Love God with all
your heart, soul, mind and strength and love your neighbour as yourself’. If we love God
with all our heart, why would we not care for the world that God created? If we
genuinely love our neighbours both near and far away, why would we not wish to reduce
the impact of changes in the earth’s climate which destroy homes and livelihoods
through fire, drought and floods in the world’s poorest regions?
It’s often tempting to think that the little contribution we can make won’t make much
difference or that we are already doing as much as we easily can or comfortably afford.
But we can always do a little bit more and if everyone does something extra it will all add
up and encourage others to do the same. Some changes – reducing food waste, for
example – can actually save us money.
The Essex Climate Action Commission (https://www.essexclimate.org.uk), which is an
independent, voluntary body set up as part of Essex County Council’s commitment to
tackle the climate crisis and become a net zero emissions county, has produced a 20
page Residents’ Advice Pack which is a collection of key advice, tips and information to
help us all cut our carbon, to reduce our impact on the planet and help us and the next
generation have a better future. It makes really interesting reading – particularly in terms
of which changes have the greatest impact – a few surprises there!
The Chair of the Commission, Professor Jules Pretty of Essex University, has also
produced this quick reference chart outlining 30 different changes we could make to
reduce our impact on the planet by 2030 and how much carbon would be saved by each
change. He suggests we might each choose to make just one change each year. Surely
we could all manage that?
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A sermon in sand
The Revd Richard Higginbottom looks at the seashore.
If you are fortunate enough to get to the seaside this summer, then you might like to
wriggle your toes in the warm sand, and consider the following:
It has been said that there are more stars in the universe than there are grains of sand
on all the beaches in the world. More recently, as the estimated number of stars has
increased, then even the grains of sand in all the world’s deserts have been added to the
comparison!
The Sun, vast though it is, is a fairly ordinary star, 93 million miles away. It is not easy to
grasp that sort of a distance, but here’s a measuring stick: if you were to fly in a fast
passenger jet at 600 miles per hour, then it would take you about 17 hours to fly from
London to Sydney; about 17 days to reach the Moon, and about 17 years to reach the
Sun!
As for how long it would take to fly on to the next nearest star to us - Proxima Centauri it would take about 4.2 light years, as the distance is more than 24 trillion miles! And
that is just to the next nearest star after the Sun.
How many stars are there in the Universe? Astronomers recently estimated that there
are about 70,000 million, million, million stars.
As you sit there you might care to pick up a couple of grains of sand. Let the first grain
represent our Sun, the second grain the next nearest star to us. Then look at the whole
beach and after that consider all the beaches on Earth, with every grain of sand
representing a star …. then it gives some meaning to the phrase “God the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.”
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All in the month of August
It was:
50 years ago, on 1st August 1972 that the Washington Post newspaper published the first
article that exposed US President Richard Nixon’s involvement in the Watergate scandal.
***
nd
100 years ago, on 2 August 1922 that Alexander Graham Bell died. This Scottish-born
American audiologist and inventor is credited with developing the first practical
telephone.
***
th
80 years ago, on 8 August 1942 that the world premiere of Walt Disney’s animated film
Bambi was held in London.
***
75 years ago, on 14th and 15th August 1947 that first Pakistan and then India gained their
independence from the UK.
***
th
200 years ago, on 25 August 1822 that William Herschel, German-born British
astronomer died. He discovered the planet Uranus and infrared radiation, conducted the
first deep sky surveys, and was the first president of the Royal Astronomical Society.
***
nd
Also 75 years ago, from 22 August to 11th September 1947 that the first Edinburgh
Festival was held in Scotland.

All in the month of September
It was:
270 years ago, on 2nd September 1752 that the British ended their use of the Julian
calendar, switching instead to the Gregorian calendar, resulting in a major adjustment as
Wednesday, September 2, was followed by Thursday, September 14. The correction
resulted in rioting by people who felt cheated and demanded the missing eleven days
back.
***
50 years ago, on 5th/6th September 1972 that 11 members of the Israeli Oympic Team
were killed at the Munich Games
***
25 years ago, on 5th September 1997 that Mother Teresa died in Calcutta at age 87,
after a life of good works spent aiding the sick and poor in India through her Missionaries
of Charity order.
***
40 years ago, on 14th September 1982 that Princess Grace of Monaco died following a
car accident in in Monte Carlo.
***
75 years ago, on 18th September 1947 that the U.S. Air Force was established as a
separate military service.
***
27
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Wordsearch
John the Baptist
On August the 29th, we remember John the Baptist. By all accounts, he had a rough life.
He grew up in obscurity, lived in the desert on a diet of bugs. He wore itchy camel hair.
He worked in the heat of the sun, constantly challenging people, and wading in and out of
muddy Jordan waters to baptise many. Then he was arrested and kept in a reeking,
infested dungeon until one day they cut his head off. Not much comfort in that life. Yet
the Bible tells us that of all the people in history, no one has even been born who was as
great as him. Why? Because of the unique calling God gave him, which was to prepare
the way for the coming ministry of his Son, Jesus. Jesus did not have an easy life, either.

John
Baptist
Rough
Obscurity
Desert

Bugs
Camel
Heat
Sun
Challenge

Muddy
Jordan
Arrested
Dungeon
Head
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Cut
History
Great
Unique
prepare

6th August- The Transfiguration
a glimpse of Jesus’ future glory
The story is told in Matthew (17:1-9), Mark (9:1-9) and Luke (9:28-36).
It was a time when Jesus’ ministry was popular, when people were seeking Him out. But
on this day, He made time to take Peter, James and John, His closest disciples, up a high
mountain. In the fourth century, Cyrillic of Jerusalem identified it as Mount Tabor (and
there is a great church up there today), but others believe it more likely to have been
one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon, which rises to about 9,000 feet, and overlooks
Caesarea Philippi.
High up on the mountain, Jesus was suddenly transfigured before His friends. His face
began to shine as the sun, His garments became white and dazzling. Elijah and Moses,
of all people, suddenly appeared, and talked with Him. A bright cloud overshadowed
the disciples.
Peter was staggered, but, enthusiast that he was - immediately suggested building three
tabernacles on that holy place, one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah. But
God’s ‘tabernacling’, God’s dwelling with mankind, does not any longer depend upon
building a shrine. It depends on the presence of Jesus, instead. And so a cloud covered
them, and a Voice spoke out of the cloud, saying that Jesus was His beloved Son, whom
the disciple should ‘hear’. God’s dwelling with mankind depends upon our listening to
Jesus.
Then, just as suddenly, it is all over. What did it mean? Why Moses and Elijah? Well,
these two men represent the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old
Testament. But now they are handing on the baton, if you like: for both the Law and the
Prophets found their true and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah.
Why on top of a mountain? In Exodus we read that Moses went up Mount Sinai to
receive the sacred covenant from Yahweh in the form of the Ten Commandments. Now
Jesus goes up and is told about the ‘sealing’ of the New Covenant, or New Testament of
God with man, which will be accomplished by His coming death in Jerusalem.
That day made a lifelong impact on the disciples. Peter mentions it in his second letter,
2 Peter 1:16 - 19 - invariably the reading for this day.
The Eastern Churches have long held the Transfiguration as a feast as important as
Christmas, Epiphany, Ascension and Pentecost. But it took a long time for the West to
observe the Transfiguration. The feast starts appearing from the 11th and 12th
centuries, and the Prayer Book included it among the calendar dates, but there was no
liturgical provision for it until the 19th century.
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St Luke’s Ladies Group
Thursday 18 August

8.00pm Henry VIII - Tony Harris

Thursday 15 September

7.30pm St Luke’s Ladies Group Golden Anniversary +
St Helena Hospice Charity Night

Thursday 20 October

7.30pm It’s Not All Blood and Guts - Gary Jones

Thursday 24 November *

7.30pm Essex Scrubber - Christine Beedle

*Please note date change to 4th Thursday in NovemberThursday 15 December

7.30pm Christmas Event (to be advised)

19 January 2023

7.30pm Blood Runners - Keith Weller

Various local charities are supported every year.
Look out for details about outings on the noticeboards.

MEETING IN THE CHURCH EXTENSION
3rd THURSDAY IN THE MONTH
at 8.00pm (7.30pm from September)
ADMISSION £3.00
INCLUDES RAFFLE
& REFRESHMENTS

We are a non-profit organisation who meet monthly and enjoy a wide variety of
social and informative evenings. These range from speakers, outings and fundraising
events, as well as stalls.
We regularly raise money for a variety of charities and annually hold our fundraising
evening to support St Helena Hospice.
Our Ladies vary in age and anyone is welcome - we all enjoy the entertainment,
friendship, laughs and cake that we share each month.
Our programme for the next 6 months is above, and we hope you find the varied mix
of speakers entertaining and enjoyable.
So, if you’d like to be part of our group you don’t have to be a member of any church
to attend. Please just come along on the appropriate Thursday and join in the fun we’d love to see you there.
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Tiptree Choral Society
Tiptree Choral Society would like to thank Mr and Mrs Strathearn of Park House Farm for
the use of their barn on Saturday 2nd July for our ‘Prom in the Barn’ concert. Almost 150
people enjoyed the performances of the choir and of Essex Concert Band, who shared
the occasion with us, and sang along and waved flags heartily for the ever-popular
‘Prom’ numbers. Thank you all for coming!
We are on our summer break now but will be starting rehearsals again in the URC on
15th September 2022 – why not come along and join us? You are welcome to attend two
or three sessions while you make up your mind whether we are the choir for you. We
will be rehearsing for our MD’s anniversary concert on Saturday 10th December at 7pm
in St Luke’s church, so it will be Handel’s ‘Messiah’ – always a good sing! Look forward to
seeing you!
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Crossword

34

Across
8
9
10
11
13
16
19
22
24
25

One of the titles given to the Messiah in Isaiah’s prediction (Isaiah 9:6) (6,2,5)
International Nepal Fellowship (1,1,1)
Single(1Corinthians7:27)(9)
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s seminal book about Soviet prison camps,
The — Archipelago (5)
Treachery(2Kings11:14)(7)
Of India(anag.)(2,3,2)
‘God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like men
condemned to die in the — ’ (1 Corinthians 4:9) (5)
Follower of a theological system characterized by a strong belief in
predestination (9)
‘Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to— the ropes’
(Jeremiah 38:12) (3)
They brought together all the elders of the Israelites in Egypt (Exodus 4:29) (5,3,5)

Down
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
12
14
15
16
17
18
20
21
23

The season when kings ‘go off to war’ (2 Samuel 11:1) (6)
Simon Peter’s response to Jesus by the Sea of Galilee: ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am
a — man’ (Luke 5:8) (6)
Beaten with whips (1 Kings12:11) (8)
‘You shall not — adultery’ (Exodus 20:14) (6)
Encourage (Hebrews 10:24) (4)
Service of morning prayer in the Church of England (6)
‘Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you, and — — him in your
heart by faith with thanksgiving’ (4,2)
Run(anag.)(3)
Member of 17th-century party that denied the right of autonomy to the Church (8)
‘We will triumph with our tongues; we—our lips’(Psalm12:4) (3)
Earnings(1Corinthians16:2)(6)
‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that——you have renewed your concern for
me’ (Philippians 4:10) (2,4)
How Paul described Philemon (Philemon 1)(6)
Multiple territories under the rule of a single state(Daniel11:4)(6)
‘You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women,—to Israel’s guilt’
(Ezra 10:10) (6)
This month(abbrev.)(4)
He who cannot forgive others breaks the bridge over which he must himself pass.
George Herbert
Too many priests have become keepers of an aquarium instead of fishers of men.
MS Ausburger
God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters.
John Henry Jowett
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On the best way to visit the homes
in the parish
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
Your offer to bring in your team of church members, in order to make a house call on
every home in our parish, was most generous. I do understand why you would need us to
accommodate your team of 25 visitors, and then hold a residential training weekend for
our own members of the team. I accept that we would have to produce a visiting pack
listing all our church organisations, giving contact names and numbers and a short
resume of what each group did, along with our mission statement and safeguarding
policy. I also understand your suggestion that we include a supplement outlining our
stewardship scheme.
Your plan that we should then hold an opening Service to which all the newcomers would
be invited, and to which we might fly in a world-renowned speaker for the occasion, is
understandable. And then of course we would need your help us to set up a finance
committee with budgets and organised fund raising. But what you seem to have missed is
that our entire parish consists of something like 70 homes. They would not feel visited,
but invaded.
Instead, I feel it would be best if we attempt something a little more low-key: an
invitation to sherry after Mattins, perhaps, where we could find out which of them plays
golf and who may like to join the Bridge Club. Gradually, as the sherry flowed, we would
also seek to discover who would be prepared to go on the brass cleaning, flower
arranging and grass cutting rotas, which are the traditionally recognised signs of
committed Christians, at least in this parish.
Inevitably, this means that none of our church members will be joining your team as you
visit the residents of the new tower block in your parish. Most of our congregation
abandoned attempting stairs some years ago and their polite enquiries about which Hunt
the residents belong to, and where they stable their horses may lead to a rather stilted
conversation.
You are, of course, all prepared to welcome your new residents with enthusiasm,
excitement, and frenetic activity; our policy of polite indifference and brief conversations
about the weather should soon help ours to settle in in no time.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Keeping Calm in the Storm
Dr Ruth Bancewicz is based at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in
Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.

One of the most famous stories about Jesus is the
calming of the storm (Luke 8:22-25). Of course, anyone
could say that the wind stopped suddenly of its own
accord, but the disciples were not fooled. They had seen
a number of these ‘coincidences’ in Jesus’ ministry, and
they weren’t about to ignore this one. Jesus had calmed
the waves with only His words. Wasn’t this an act of
God? Who else could be in complete control of
creation?
Jesus dealt graciously with the very pressing and
practical issue of the raging storm before He did a bit of
teaching, asking His followers “Where is your faith?” It’s
not surprising that they were scared, given the circumstances, but clearly Jesus expected
better of them. He had already been teaching them for some time, and clearly knew they
were ready to trust Him.
In similar circumstances, Christians often do several things in quick succession. We start
by panicking and being afraid. After a while we might remember what we know about
God’s character and pray for help, trusting that whatever happens He will help us to
handle it. Most often, we don’t get the storm-calming effect when we ask for it, but
battling on with faith and God’s help is much easier than trying to keep going in a panic.

‘Peace’ in this kind of situation is a very active holding on to what we know about God.
The difference between trusting and not trusting can be like night and day in terms of
stress levels. I have found that it can make the difference between unmanageable stress
and something that stretches me and teaches me something new.
Knowing some science can help us to trust God. A Being who created the whole universe,
sustaining the wonderfully creative processes that produced diverse life on earth, must
be both extremely powerful and extremely wise. The God who can both calm the waves
and walk on them must be in complete control of the things He made. When this
knowledge goes hand in hand with experience of God’s intimate love for us and care for
us in every situation that we find ourselves in, I am reassured that He’s got things in
hand. I will always need help from others to pray faithfully in stormy situations, but
hopefully I’ve seen enough now not to panic for too long.
Time (and my closest friends) will tell!
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD
(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE Tipplers Social Club)
New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now
more of a social club meeting monthly.

You do not have to make your own wine or beer or have any
knowledge on the subject, the only requirement is to have fun and
meet great people.
We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest
speaker. There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes
additional food at a small cost.
We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St
Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just
turn up and make yourself known to Neil or Steve and bring a drink
for yourself. There are no admission fees & our yearly membership
is just £30.
See the church notice board for our events in 2022
Come along and ask for Neil or Steve who will
introduce you to some of our members
For more information contact Neil Caney on 07581-093586
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Smile
Solar power
Somebody finally invented a solar-powered laundry dryer. It's called a ‘clothes-line’.
***
Pleasure
Some people won't suffer in silence because that would take all the pleasure out of it.
***
Grandchildren
Grandchildren are God's reward for not strangling your own children.
***
Spider
Whoever said "Out of sight, out of mind" never had a large spider disappear
in the bedroom.
***
As you enjoy your children during the holidays, remember …
1.You spend the first two years of their life teaching them to walk and talk.
Then you spend the next 16 telling them to sit down and be quiet.
2. Mothers of teens now know why some animals eat their young.
4. Children seldom misquote you. In fact, they usually repeat word for word what you
shouldn't have said.
5. The main purpose of holding children's parties is to remind yourself that there are
children even more awful than your own.
***
Warning at a mountain holiday resort
Be careful not to fall here. It’s dangerous. But if you do fall, remember to look to the left
on your way down. You get a wonderful view on that side.
***
New perils
A child was trying to memorise the Lord's Prayer: "...and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from email…”
***
US Holiday
A couple with three young children went on holiday to America, and eventually ended up
waiting in line at San Francisco's Pier 41, to purchase tickets for a boat trip to Alcatraz.
Others watched with varying degrees of sympathy and irritation as the young children
fidgeted, whined, and punched one another. The frazzled parents reprimanded them, to
no avail. Finally they reached the ticket window. "Five tickets, please," the father
said. "Two round trip, three one way."
***
Baptism
In a church, at the font, her small brother was being christened.
Little girl whispers: “Behind his ears, too, Reverend Smyth!”
***
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Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door
and promote your group, event or business
Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine
for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree,
All Saints’ Great Braxted,
All Saints’ Inworth
and
All Saints’ Messing
We have very good rates!
Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator
Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition
Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues)
Bookings & Enquiries to:
Christine Hall, Team Administrator
email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557
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Remembering Enid Blyton
It was 125 years ago, on 11th August 1897, that Enid Blyton was born in East Dulwich,
South London. This enormously popular British children’s writer created Noddy, the
Famous Five, and the Secret Seven. She is among the world’s bestselling writers, selling
more than 600 million copies of her books.
Enid was the daughter of a nature-loving clothing wholesaler, to whom she was very
close. He once sat up with her when she was expected to die of whooping cough,
determined that she would survive. Her mother was less solicitous. Enid was bright,
popular at school and a talented musician, but decided against it as a profession, going
into teaching instead.
She married twice – first Hugh Pollock, an editor at a publishing firm who helped her to
become established as a writer. They moved to Buckinghamshire and had two daughters,
but then divorced in 1942. The following year she married surgeon Kenneth Waters, and
they moved in the 1950s to Manor Farm in Dorset, which inspired much of her later
work.
Blyton’s mystery and adventure stories have clearly defined good and bad characters and
are easy to read. They have been criticised for being too simplistic, and more recently for
some of the now outdated social attitudes and language. But they remain popular
worldwide for their sense of joy and wonder at life.
Several of her books are based on biblical stories, but she had a general rather than
personal belief in God. She was brought up as a Baptist, and her children were baptised
in the Church of England: towards the end of her life she became interested in Roman
Catholicism. She put much energy into charity work, encouraging children to do the
same. She died in 1968.
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Solutions:
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The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council or
Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry. Open Door is not
responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the
content, nor the failure of any published event to
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go ahead.

