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FROM THE TEAM RECTOR

Some exciting news to share this month is that we are now
advertising for a new Team Vicar to join our Team Ministry.
Financial constraints across the diocese mean that our new post
will need to be a half-time one. The Team Council and staff team
have given a great deal of thought as to how we can best make
this work and we have decided to change the way our clergy work
to be less geographically-based and more focused on particular mission areas.
With this in mind, we are looking for a new Team Vicar with real gifts and energy in
working with schools and young families. The main focus of their work will be in Layer
de la Haye and Copford villages and also in Birch School. Revd Liz Barnes, our Associate
Minister, will be working mainly with older people across our nine parishes. This means
I will need to pick up much of the day to day work in Easthorpe, Layer Marney and
Layer Breton, but, with the support of our retired clergy and our lay ministers, the extra
workload should be possible.
Our hope is that the new Team Vicar will be freed up from some of the day to day tasks
of parish life so that they will have time to do some really creative and innovative work
with families in our villages. We will all need to adjust to a different way of working, but
we think this will be the best way to make use of a new half-time member of our team
without overloading them. What we need now is the right person to apply for the post.
The deadline for applications is just after Easter, with interviews set for late May. I look
forward to being able to update you in due course.
I would also like to wish you a blessed Holy Week and Easter. In these troubled times,
the Easter message that evil and death cannot ultimately defeat hope and love is one
the world needs to hear as much as ever. You will find details of our Holy Week and
Easter
services
in
this
magazine
and
on
our
website
www.thurstablewinstreechurches.org and we would be delighted to welcome you to
any of them.

Anne-Marie
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LLM TRAINING UPDATE
Wendy Borgartz

Thank you to everyone who is supporting me and asking how my training as a Licensed
Lay Minister (LLM) is going, I really do appreciate your support. As Martin is short of
articles for this edition, I said I would write an update for Open Door.
From my perception, everything is going well, although it is hard work and a big time
commitment. There is a lot of reading and essay writing. I passed the first 2 assignments
which I submitted last term with what I would call healthy B’s, which I am happy with. I
did the best I could with them both, it is certainly quite a learning curve after so many
years out of formal education and essay writing and the requirements for referencing are
so much more complicated than when I did my degree back in the early 1980s!
This term we have been studying a module called Introduction to the Bible, we have just
finished the sessions on the Old Testament and I have another essay to submit by 29
April. I think I am going to do the option on the Lament Psalms, their original uses and
the uses for them in current worship. I have really got into the Psalms since the start of
lockdown, all feelings and situations are found within them. I have also found the Old
Testament fascinating. Although I feel that I know the Gospels really well, and a
reasonable amount on the various Epistles and on Acts, apart from the well-known
stories I don’t think the Lectionary covers the Old Testament in full in anything like the
same way. I have found quite a few of my preconceptions about the Old Testament
overturned, and I even feel as if I have something better of an understanding of the Old
Testament sacrifice system.
I have also been challenged in many of my assumptions about how the Bible was put
together, what is included, when it was included, when and who wrote things, and also
what is not included. I have found some of that very challenging and it has made me
stand back and think about the Bible and its origins, although I have come back to a view
that however it ended up being put together, it is driven by God and what He wants
included, so does it really matter exactly who wrote what and when.
We are about to start looking at the New Testament, which feels like more familiar
ground – although whether that will prove to be true I wait to see. The New Testament
essay is not due in until early July, so I have time for that. However, between the two
there is a further big assignment (4,000 words) for the Education for a Learning Church
module, covering how adults learn, and a reflection on one of the Monday night Bible
Study Group session I led (thanks to the members of the group who kindly allowed me to
use the session, any comments in my reflection will be anonymised). I am trying to get
ahead and write this one early, as it is not due in until early June.
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The group of LLMs and Ordinands I am studying with are a lovely and very friendly
bunch, we all support each other and we learn from each other. It really is a privilege to
meet up with them every week, share a chat and a meal and worship and then study
together. We also have 5 Saturdays of teaching during the year, the last one for this year
was at the end of March. Those days are very much more practically focused on leading
teaching sessions, leading worship and prayer and are just for the LLMs.
I had my first preaching outing back in January at Messing, surprisingly I was not as
nervous as I thought I would be, perhaps that was due to the warm welcome and
support from the Messing congregation.

Every church region in the country signs up to become
an Eco Diocese
All 42 dioceses in the Church of England have signed up to become an ‘eco diocese’ as
part of their commitment to reach net zero carbon by 2030.
The Eco Dioceses scheme, developed by the charity A Rocha UK, sees churches and
dioceses awarded bronze, silver, or gold status depending on actions taken to improve
their environmental footprint.
The Church of England is seeking to reach ‘net zero’ carbon by 2030 to meet a target
set by General Synod in 2020.
Graham Usher, the Bishop of Norwich and lead bishop for the environment, said:

“A Rocha UK's Eco Church and Diocese scheme is a great tool which enables local
churches at every level of their climate justice journey to engage with environmental
issues. As Christians, we must make real differences to our lives to care for God’s
creation and limit the impact of the climate emergency.
“The whole Church is currently looking at our proposed Routemap to Net Zero Carbon
by 2030* and I would encourage everyone to read it and engage with the survey so we
can make the journey to net zero carbon together.”
* see https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/netzero-consultation
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The empty tomb and the Risen Christ
‘So they (the women) went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.’
That’s how some early manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel finish. It’s an unexpected twist,
when you consider the confident announcement at the outset: “The beginning of the
good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Good news? Afraid?

Mark doesn’t embroider his writing. His Greek language is that of the street, and he uses
short, abrupt sentences. So, he tells it straight when the women, who had remained
faithful to Jesus right up to the end, were confronted with an empty grave, and the first
intimation that Jesus was no longer dead. Nothing like this had ever happened. What
had seemed like a tragic and inevitable finale was now flatly contradicted. These women
had stumbled across something unique that God was doing. It was to be the beginning of
a new era for the human race, encompassing past, present and future.
They were afraid. You bet. Matthew’s Gospel tells it slightly differently: ‘the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy.’ Later, when the other disciples encountered the Risen Christ, we read of their joy, doubt, disbelief, gladness, wonder. Luke
encapsulates these confused emotions in a single phrase, ‘While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering…’
After many weeks of what we summarise as ‘resurrection appearances’, Luke rounds off
his account with Jesus blessing the disciples: “While He was blessing them, He withdrew
from them and was
carried up into heaven. And they worshipped Him, and returned
to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the Temple, blessing God.’
A 21st Century disciple will contemplate the presence of the Risen Christ with wonder,
adoration, and joy. Surely with trembling, too? The same Jesus, seated at the right hand
of the Father, will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Though hopelessly inadequate, we are enveloped by His sacrificial love, released by the
crucifixion. We dare to look up, “afraid, yet filled with joy”.
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We will be marking the occasion with a special service on Sunday 5th June at 3 pm at St
Luke’s, followed by refreshments in the hall. Do put the date in your diary and come and
join us if you can.

Maundy Thursday, time to wash feet
Maundy Thursday is famous for two things. The first is one of the final acts that Jesus did
before His death: the washing of His own disciples’ feet (see John 13). Jesus washed His
disciples’ feet for a purpose: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another.” His disciples were to love through service, not
domination, of one another.
In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. The word
‘mundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or command). The ceremony of
the ‘washing of the feet’ of members of the congregation came to be an important part
of the liturgy (regular worship) of the medieval church, symbolising the humility of the
clergy, in obedience to the example of Christ.
But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus first introduced
the Lord’s Supper, or what we nowadays call Holy Communion.
Jesus and His close friends had met in a secret upper room to share the Passover meal
together - for the last time. And there Jesus transformed the Passover into the Lord’s
Supper, saying, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’ as He, the Lamb of God, prepared
to die for the sins of the whole world. John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper
took place the evening BEFORE the regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at
the same time that the Passover lambs were killed.
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EASTER
2022
Palm Sunday, 10th April
9.30am Parish Communion - St Luke’s
11.15am, Morning Worship - All Saints Messing

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, 14th April
6.00pm Agape Meal and Holy Communion - St Luke’s

Good Friday, 15th April (all at St Luke’s)
1.00pm Stations of the Cross
1.00pm Messy Good Friday (in the extension)
2.30pm Family Service

Easter Eve Saturday 16th April
8.00pm Vigil and Service of Light - St Luke’s

Easter Sunday 17th April
9.30am Family Communion - St Luke’s
11.15 Parish Communion - All Saints Inworth
11.15 Parish Communion - All Saints Great Braxted
11.15am Parish Communion - All Saints Messing
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If you haven’t been to any of our Holy Week services before, you won’t know what
you’ve been missing! So here’s a summary of what happens at each of the main
services.
Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week. At St Luke’s our service begins in the hall
and we then process into the church carrying crosses made of palm branches,
remembering how Jesus was welcomed into Jerusalem by cheering crowds. Instead of a
sermon, we listen to a dramatic reading of the whole of the Passion narrative – the
account of Jesus’ trial and crucifixion.
Maundy Thursday is the day we recall Jesus and his disciples meeting for the Last
Supper. There is a service at the Cathedral in the morning at which clergy and lay
minsters renew their vows and the oils are blessed for use at baptisms, confirmations
and for the sick. Anyone can come to this service, but places do need to be booked via
Anne-Marie.
On Maundy Thursday evening we gather in the hall at 6 pm for a meal together
interspersed with the Holy Communion liturgy. This year we are asking everyone who
wishes to come to sign up and those who can to contribute towards the food. There is a
list at St Luke’s for you to sign. After we have eaten, we go into church for Holy
Communion. At the end of the service, the altar is stripped bare and the church is left in
darkness as we recall how Jesus’ disciples fled at his arrest.
Good Friday begins with a public act of witness in the Village Centre. We gather, with
members of the other churches in Tiptree, outside Don Tyler’s Opticians to sing hymns
and read from the Bible. Later, in church, we walk the Stations of the Cross. We walk
around the church using the posters on the pillars as a focus for reflection as we
remember Jesus’ journey to the cross. Meanwhile, the children are engaged in Messy
Church activities in the hall before we all come together for a short Family Service.
Easter Eve sees a team of people working to prepare the church for Easter. In the
evening, we meet for the Vigil and Service of Light. We begin in the hall, in darkness, as
we listen to Bible readings focusing on God’s saving work in history. We then light the
new fire, from which the Paschal Candle is lit. We make a candlelit procession into the
church where we proclaim that Christ is risen and sing hymns of praise to God. We are
reminded of our baptism into Christ and renew our baptismal promises. It’s quite a
dramatic service (and Anne-Marie’s favourite of the whole year).
Easter Day brings our celebration of the resurrection through sharing Communion
together. It is the culmination of a week of services in which we recall Jesus’ giving of
himself and God’s great work of salvation.
You would be very welcome to join us at any or all of these services.

9

TIPTREE HISTORY AND
COMMUNITY DAY
Saturday 7th May 2022
In 2019 the Friends of St Luke’s in conjunction with Farleigh Hospice
organised a very successful History and Community Day where we
invited Community Groups to showcase the work they do within the
Tiptree Area.
Over the last two years we have had many restrictions placed on our
lives and many changes have taken place within our community
which has meant we have lost some of our marvellous community
groups we have also seen new ones created.
On this Saturday in May we invite as many Community Groups as
would like to to have a display showcasing the work of their group,
when they meet etc. We are hoping you will obtain new members
from this and ensure the future of your group.
We are also hoping to have a talk by our local historian Elaine Bamford and performances by local musicians.
A day not to be missed.
For further information please do contact
Sheila Gunson on 01621 816084
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3 April - Richard of Chichester - more clearly,
dearly and nearly
Ever wonder where the prayer … ‘May I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,
and follow thee more nearly, day by day’ comes from? Richard of Chichester, a bishop
in the 13th century, wrote it.
He began life as Richard de Wych of Droitwich, the son of a yeoman farmer. But Richard
was a studious boy, and after helping his father on the farm for several years, refused an
advantageous offer of marriage, and instead made his way to Oxford, and later to Paris
and Bologna to study canon law.
In 1235 he returned to Oxford, and was soon appointed Chancellor, where he supported
Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, in his struggles against King Henry III’s misuse of
Church funds. After further study to become a priest, Richard was in due course made a
bishop himself. He was greatly loved. He was charitable and accessible, both stern and
merciful to sinners, extraordinarily generous to those stricken by famine, and a brilliant
legislator of his diocese. He decreed that the sacraments were to be administered
without payment, Mass celebrated in dignified conditions, the clergy to be chaste, to
practise reticence, and to wear clerical dress. The laity was obliged to attend Mass on
Sundays and holy days, and to know by heart the Hail Mary as well as the Lord’s Prayer
and the Creed.
Richard was also prominent in preaching the Crusade, which he saw as a call to reopen
the Holy Land to pilgrims, not as a political expedition. He died at Dover on 3 April
1253. In art, Richard of Chichester is represented with a chalice at his feet, in memory
of his having once dropped the chalice at Mass! One ancient English church is
dedicated to him.
And, of course, he is author of that famous prayer, now set to popular music, which runs
in full: “Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ for all the benefits thou hast given me,
for all the pains and insults which thou hast borne for me. O most merciful redeemer,
friend and brother, may I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly and follow thee
more nearly, day by day.”
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Why God made mums
Although too late for Mother’s Day, these may strike a chord ….
These were the answers given by some seven year-olds...
Why did God make mothers?
1. She's the only one who knows all the passwords we use online.
2. Mostly to clean the house, I think.
3. To help us out of there when we were getting born.
How did God make mothers?
1. He used dirt, just like for the rest of us.
2. I’ve heard it was some amazing experiment on men that got out of hand.
3. God made my mum just the same like He made me. He just used bigger parts.
What ingredients are mothers made of?
1. God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and one part of mean.
2. They had to get their start from men's bones. Then they mostly use string, I think.
3. They have a lot more hair than dads, are softer to hug, and wear woolly jumpers.
Why did God give you to your mother, and not to some other mum?
1. We're related.
2. God knew she likes me a lot more than other kids’ mums like me.
3. Other mums wouldn’t understand about me being afraid in the dark.
What kind of little girl was your mum?
1. My mum has always been my mum and none of that other stuff.
2. I don't know because I wasn't there, but my guess would be pretty bossy.
3. They say she used to be nice.
What did your mum need to know about your dad before she married him?
1. His last name.
2. She had to know his background, like has he put anything too disgusting on Facebook?
3. She needed to check out his bank account, to make sure he could buy her clothes.
Why did your mum marry your dad?
1. My dad makes the best spaghetti in the world. And my mum eats a lot.
2. She got too old to do anything else with him.
3. My grandma says that no one will ever know.
Who's the boss at your house?
1. Dad is, because mum says so. She just helps by reminding him what to do each day.
2. Mum. You can tell by room inspection. She sees the stuff under the bed.
3. Dad was, until Mum found what he had written on Facebook about Granny.
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What's the difference between mums & dads?
1. Mums work at work and work at home and dads just go to work at work.
2. Mums know how to talk to teachers without scaring them.
3. Dads are taller and stronger, but they panic when the dishwasher overflows.
What does your mum do in her spare time?
1. She takes my brother to football and my sister to violin lessons.
2. To hear her tell it, it’s like she pays bills all day long.
3. I think that must happen during the night, because then she just lies there and sleeps.
What would it take to make your mum perfect?
1. On the inside she's already perfect. Outside, I think some kind of plastic surgery.
2. Diet. You know, her hair. I'd diet, maybe blue.
3. She would understand why the dog needs to sleep with me at night.
If you could change one thing about your mum, what would it be?
1. She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean. I'd get rid of that.
2. I'd make my mum smarter. Then she would know it was my sister who did it and not me.
3. She’d be more relaxed about me not doing my homework.
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What about Maundy Money?
Every year the Queen distributes silver coins at a special service on Maundy Thursday. It
is part of a tradition dating back many centuries, where the Royal Family took part in
ceremonies washing the feet of poor people and giving gifts.
The Royal Maundy Service itself began in 1662, when Charles II gave out coins. The ones
that the Queen gives out each year bear the portrait of Her Majesty designed for
her coronation in 1953, even though the image on ordinary circulating coinage has
since been changed four times.
According to the royal.uk website, the Queen decided early on in her reign that Maundy
money should not just be distributed to the people of London. And so, for many
years she has visited various cathedrals or abbeys to give gifts to local people.
Recipients of Maundy money are nominated by their local dioceses for contributions
to their local church and community.
During the service, the Queen distributes gifts according to the number of years she
has lived: for example, when she turned 80 she distributed 80 pence worth of
Maundy money to 80 men and 80 women in recognition for their contribution to
community and to the church.
Last year, in 2021, the service was cancelled because of Covid. Instead, the Maundy
money was blessed at the Chapel Royal, St James's Palace, before being posted to
recipients alongside a letter from The Queen.

Get going this Spring!
One thing you need to put at the top of your list this Spring is to simply MOVE.
Whether you like gardening, cycling, jogging, walking or any other activity, make certain
that you do some of it every day.
As Prof James Goodwin, of the Brain Health Network in London explains, “Only 25 per
cent of our ageing – both physical and mental – is determined by our DNA. The other 75
per cent is lifestyle and our environment, over which we have a lot of choice.”
He goes to explain that aerobic exercise indirectly stimulates the brain, and thus
rejuvenates it. “Prolonged daily sitting down is the enemy of brain health.”
Prof Goodwin also advises people to develop a healthy routine and stick to it.
“Constantly varying bedtimes, drinking and eating excesses, and irregular habits are bad
for you.”
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What did your church learn during lockdown?
The Revd Peter Crumpler wonders how churches have adjusted to the new-normal.
This month marks two years since the UK’s first Covid lockdown. Churches closed their
doors for worship as infection levels, hospital admissions and, tragically, deaths rose.
Even today, some worshippers are reluctant to return to ‘in person’ worship, and
churches are still taking care to limit Covid risks.

What did we learn in the 24 months since the pandemic became part of our everyday
lives? I have picked out four learning points:
Churches built stronger links with their local communities. Church services may have
been suspended, or moved online, but many churches set up networks of support for
people within their congregations and across their areas. Churches supported or set up
ways of helping the most vulnerable in their communities, and many churchgoers
volunteered to help local caring charities and, later, at vaccination centres.
Churches reached new people by going online. Overnight, many churches threw open
their doors to people on their doorstep, and further afield. Suddenly, distance did not
matter – and people were ‘attending’ online services at churches around the world.
Worshippers with disabilities welcomed the online services – and gently asked why it had
taken the wider Church so long to acknowledge their needs.
Churchgoers learnt to be grateful for all the things they had taken for granted. Suddenly,
singing hymns or worship songs together, receiving communion with bread and wine,
and responding to a sermon together, all became a memory from an earlier time. We
realised how much we needed each other and appreciated each other’s fellowship and
presence. Home-based fellowship groups, now online, thrived at many churches.
Churches chose their priorities. During lockdown, many churches asked themselves, what
really matters? What are our priorities now? Disputes around issues of church
governance or practices were put on the back-burner and congregations focussed on
providing services of worship and supporting those in need.
These are just my ‘top four’ suggestions – and of course they will not apply to all
churches. Perhaps I have painted too rosy a picture?
Why not ask yourself, what your church learnt during lockdown – and how far those
lessons could help you plan for the future?
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Handel’s Messiah
The original idea was not Handel’s, but his collaborator’s, Charles Jennens, a passionate
Christian who wanted to demonstrate that Jesus really was the ‘Christ’, or Messiah. This
was being denied by Deists in the 18th Century, who believed God created the world and
then stayed distant from it.
Jennens combed the Old Testament for texts which anticipated God’s continuing activity
in the world, with the expectation of greater things to come: Comfort ye my people;
Every valley shall be exalted; And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed ... and so
on. Then there were poignant passages anticipating suffering, with deep significance for
Christians: Behold the Lamb of God; He was despised; Surely He hath borne our griefs.
Throughout the work, there is the strong sense that God is both omnipotent and also
intimately involved with the human race: How beautiful are the feet; the kingdom of this
world is become the Kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ. The Hallelujah Chorus, the
best known of the work, concludes the second part of ‘Messiah’, before the focus shifts
mainly to the New Testament and Christ’s resurrection and triumph: The trumpet shall
sound; Death where is thy sting; and finally, Worthy is the Lamb.
Handel composed the music in 24 days, writing across the final manuscript, “To the glory
of God”. As he finished the Hallelujah Chorus, he said, "I did think I did see all Heaven
before me, and the great God Himself.”
The work caused a stir by being presented in concert halls, rather than churches where
some felt sacred works belonged. The first performance was in Dublin in 1742 and raised
funds for charities. One of the soloists was Susanna Cibber, a woman of questionable
reputation, whose rendering of “He was despised” so moved the Revd Patrick Delaney,
that he cried out, “Woman, for this be all thy sins forgiven thee”.
German-born Handel, who became a British subject and whose finances were
sometimes precarious, didn’t always get on with the wealthy Jennens, but the two men
shared a single mission. The oratorio ‘Messiah’ is the result.

On Good Friday, the most sacred day of the year, when God’s justice and mercy are
intertwined, I take heart for myself and the whole human race by meditating on this
text: “There is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people”. [1 Timothy 2:5)
Archbishop John Sentamu
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Baptisms
20 Feb

Rosie & Poppy Moore

St Luke’s

27 Jan

Sister Heike Cordes

Tolleshunt Knights

4 Feb

Daphne Hoyle

Colchester Crematorium

8 Feb

Denise Hiller

St Luke’s

18 Feb

Georgina Debono

Tolleshunt Knights

2 Mar

Baby Emilia

Tolleshunt Knights

7 Mar

Coral Seely

St Luke’s

Funerals

AGM
Tiptree and Tollesbury are pleased to announce that they are holding their AGM on
April 20th at St Luke’s Hall, Tiptree 1pm. Tea coffee and cakes will we available. All
visitors welcome.
Before the AGM we will be having a talk on “The vanishing world” of nineteenth century
agriculture in the eyes of Thomas Hardy and Flora Thompson.

Our lecturer is Margaret Mills , a very popular tutor within the WEA ( She will be live on
a screen inside the hall for us to view) To be able to join this enjoyable talk please phone
the WEA on 0300 303 3464 and quote the ref no. C2228737 . Alternatively search for
the course on the WEA website wea.org.uk
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Good Friday, Jesus and the thieves on the Cross
Luke’s account of the crucifixion (Luke 23:32-43) emphasises the mocking of the crowd,
‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself’ (35,37,39). In their view a Messiah does
not hang on a cross and suffer. In considering the two men who were crucified with
Jesus, we are also confronted with the issue of how Jesus secures salvation for us.
The words of one of those crucified with Jesus reflected the crowd’s taunts: ‘Aren’t you
the Christ? Save yourself and us.’ He highlights the question of Jesus’ identity: how can
He save others, when He cannot save Himself from death? He failed to see that the
cross itself was the means of salvation.
So - what kind of Messiah was Jesus?
The other criminal’s response in his last moments is a moving expression of faith. When
challenging the other man, he spoke of the utter injustice of the crucifixion: ‘this man
has done nothing wrong.’ He perceived the truth that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. In
a wonderful picture of grace, ‘remember me when You come into Your kingdom’, the
second thief confessed his guilt and secured Jesus’ forgiveness and mercy.
In reply, Jesus promised the man life from the moment of death; ‘Today you will be with
Me in paradise.’ Jesus used the picture of a walled garden to help the man understand
His promise of protection and security in God’s love and acceptance eternally.
Each one of us has to choose how we react to Jesus on the cross. Do we want Him to
‘remember’ us when He comes into His kingdom, or not? If you were to die tonight, how
confident would you be of going to be with Jesus? ‘For Christ died for sins once for all,
the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God’’ (1 Peter 3:18).

Two donkeys
Two donkeys were walking the streets of Jerusalem. One said: “Just a few days ago I
came down that hill carrying Jesus, and the people were all singing and shouting and
throwing down their cloaks and palms for me to walk on. But today they don’t even
recognise me.”
The other donkey replied: “That is how it is, my friend. Without Jesus, none of us
amounts to much.”
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Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension
for your meeting, group or event
The extension has seen a number of
improved facilities including a separate
new entrance for all users, additional
toilets, storage space and an enlarged
kitchen. Now we are able to re open
following the Covid19 pandemic why not
use us for your meeting, group or event?

Bookings & Enquiries

Phone Gareth Williams:
01621 818069
hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com
Wi-fi available for
group leaders or speakers
(discuss your needs when
booking)

Covid 19: All hirers are asked to complete a Covid Risk Assessment & follow our Covid
Bookings Policy when on the premises.
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St Luke’s APCM
Our APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) this year will be on Sunday 8 May at
11am. If you’ve never been to one before, it’s where we receive reports on all that has
happened in the life of our church over the last year, including the financial reports, and
also where we elect our churchwardens and members of our Parochial Church Council.
To be able to come to the APCM, you need to be on the electoral roll. A list goes up
before the APCM each year so you can check whether your name is on it. If it isn’t, you
can apply to join if you are aged 16 or over, have been baptised and either live in the
parish or have been coming to church at St Luke’s for at least 6 months.
At this year’s APCM, we will be hearing a report from Andy, our youth worker, on the
exciting things he has been getting up to in the last few months, what his plans are for
the future and how he needs us to be involved in supporting his work. We will also hear
about the appointment process for the new Team Vicar and how the role will work – and
what changes that will mean for us too. We will hear about an important proposal for
joining our parish more closely together with Great Braxted. We will also be explaining
plans for our proposed Vision Day (postponed from 2020) to help us think about how we
want our church to grow and develop in the next few years. This should all make it a
meeting well worth coming to.
We are looking for new members for our PCC. It is a three-year commitment. The PCC
meets around 6 times a year on a weekday evening. We also ask members to jon one of
our PCC Teams: Worship & Discipleship, Youth and Children’s Work, Finance and
Stewardship or the Fabric Team. Each team also has members who are not on the PCC. If
you’d be interested in joining the PCC or any of our Teams, please speak to Anne-Marie,
Liz or any current PCC member (you’ll find their names and photos on the board in the
entrance lobby).
Ian Calvert has let us know that he won’t be standing for re-election as churchwarden
this year, so we will be looking for a new churchwarden. We do have a current PCC
member who is willing to stand, but others are welcome to do so if they wish. A
nomination form can be obtained from Ian or Mike Puttick. We also need a new PCC
Secretary this year. The main tasks are to take minutes at PCC meetings, keep records
and receive correspondence. If you think you could do this job, please speak to AnneMarie. For more information about what it entails, you could speak to Sheila Gunson
(current PCC Secretary) or Wendy Borgartz (former PCC Secretary).

Please put the APCM in your diary and think and pray about whether you could join our
PCC or one of our Teams.
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Palm Sunday & Holy Week
The events of Easter took place over a week, traditionally called Passion Week.

It began on Palm Sunday. After all His teaching and healing, Jesus had built a following.
On the Sunday before He was to die, Jesus and His followers arrived at Jerusalem. The
city was crowded. Jewish people were arriving from all around to celebrate Passover.
This commemorates how they had escaped from slavery in Egypt nearly 1,500 year
earlier.
Jesus rode into the city on a young donkey. He was greeted like a conquering hero.
Cheering crowds waved palm branches in tribute. He was hailed as the Messiah who had
come to re-establish a Jewish kingdom.
The next day they returned to Jerusalem. Jesus went to the temple, the epicentre of the
Jewish faith, and confronted the money-changers and merchants who were ripping off
the people. He overturned their tables and accused them of being thieves. The religious
authorities were alarmed and feared how He was stirring up the crowds.
On the Tuesday, they challenged Jesus, questioning His authority. He answered by
challenging and condemning their hypocrisy. Later that day Jesus spoke to His disciples
about future times. He warned them about fake religious leaders; the coming
destruction of Jerusalem; wars, earthquakes and famines; and how His followers would
face persecution.
By midweek the Jewish religious leaders and elders were so angry with Jesus that they
began plotting to arrest and kill Him. One of Jesus’ disciples, Judas, went to the chief
priests and agreed to betray Him to them.
Jesus and the 12 disciples gathered on the Thursday evening to celebrate the Passover
meal. This is known as the Last Supper. During the evening, Jesus initiated a ritual still
marked by Christians – Holy Communion – which commemorates His death. Jesus broke
bread and shared it and a cup of wine with His disciples.
Judas then left to meet the other plotters. Jesus continued to teach the others and then
went outside into an olive grove to pray. He even prayed for all future believers. He
agonised over what was to come but chose the way of obedience. The Bible book, Luke,
records Him praying, ‘Father if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will but
yours be done’. Minutes later Judas arrived with soldiers and the chief priests and Jesus
was arrested.
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Jesus’ appearances after His Resurrection
The following list of witnesses may help you put all those references in order….

Mary Magdalene

Mark 16:9-11; John 20:10-18

Other women at the tomb

Matthew 28:8-10

Peter in Jerusalem

Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5

The two travellers on the road

Mark 16:12,13

10 disciples behind closed doors

Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25

11 disciples WITH Thomas

John 20:26-31; 1 Corinthians 15:5

7 disciples while fishing

John 21:1-14

11 disciples on the mountain

Matthew 28:16-20

A crowd of 500

1 Corinthians 15:6

Jesus’ brother – James

1 Corinthians 15:7

Those who saw the Ascension

Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8
23

‘In a grove lit only by a kiss’
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a famous
masterpiece by Giotto.
Holy Week, as its name tells us, is the most important, holiest week in the Church’s year,
when we follow Jesus from His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, to the Upper Room, to
Calvary and to the garden of the tomb. As we make that journey each year, we are not
just remembering past events. We are celebrating how eternity touched Jerusalem in
that first Holy Week and how eternity can touch our lives now.
To create that impact and that realisation, the week is brim-full of colour and variety in
its worship, full of action and movement, full of processions and music. But we might
think it is a week with very little silence.
Yet the silences are there if we look at the Gospels closely. We enter an upper room and
catch our breath when Jesus announces a betrayer. Peter denies our Lord, a cock crows,
and a bleak stillness falls on that scene. In the palace Jesus stands accused, no words are
spoken, and the governor wonders in the silence. And there is silence by the cross until
the ninth hour. The silence does fall during Holy Week, punctuating the crises of these
tense days. It is conveyed with dramatic force in this Gethsemane scene: Peter Firth’s
poem describes it as
‘a grove lit only by a
kiss.’ The painting is
by Giotto, ‘The Kiss
of Judas,’ and is part
of an amazing series
of
frescoes
he
painted for the
Arena Chapel in
Padua from 130506.

Reprinted by kind permission of the Arena Chapel, Padua.
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At first glance it is a
scene of frenzied
activity:
burning
torches wave in the
sky, weapons are
wielded, and a
ram’s horn blown.
The
cohort
of
soldiers advance on
Jesus, and Peter
tries to defend Him

by cutting off a soldier’s ear in his anger. One of the religious leaders points to Jesus in
the centre of the painting.
And it is there that the tragic stillness falls as our eyes focus on the eyes of Jesus: that
steady, discomforting gaze into the eyes of Judas the betrayer. Judas’ cloak seems to
engulf Jesus, but it cannot blot out the look of our Lord.
The face of Judas is troubled, and the look of Jesus seems to burrow deep into that
anxiety, beneath the surface into his heart.
In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. The face of Jesus is turned in our
direction, saying, ‘Yes, you may follow Me in the heady excitement of Palm Sunday. But
will you also follow Me into this garden, on the way of My cross to the foot of Calvary,
and beyond to the empty tomb of Easter morning?’

Remembering Samuel Morse of Morse Code
Samuel Morse died 150 years ago, on 2nd April 1872. The American artist and inventor is
best known for developing a commercial single-wire telegraph system - and the Morse
Code, with his friend Alfred Vail.
He was born in 1791 in Charlestown, Massachusetts, the son of Calvinist preacher and
geographer Jedidiah Morse. He found a great deal of interest in lectures on electricity,
which was then poorly understood. His parents were somewhat disconcerted that he
also enjoyed painting miniature portraits.
It was in 1832, while returning by ship from Europe, that Morse had the idea of a
commercial electric telegraph – after hearing a conversation about the newly discovered
electromagnet. The idea of an electric telegraph had been put forward in 1753, but
Morse believed it could be put into action.
His eagerness stemmed partly from an early tragedy. His first wife Lucretia was taken
seriously ill in 1825 while he was working on a portrait of the Marquis de Lafayette in
Washington, but the message took ages to reach him by horse messenger. By the time
he got home to Connecticut, his wife was not only dead, but buried.
By 1838 he and Vail had developed the system of dots and dashes that became known
throughout the world as the Morse Code, and by 1844 the first telegraph line in the
United States, from Baltimore to Washington, was completed, and he sent the first
message: “What hath God wrought?” This had been suggested to him by Annie Ellworth,
the teenage daughter of the commissioner of patents.
In 1871 there was a huge celebration of the telegraph in Central Park, New York, and
Morse sent the final nationwide message on the day, part of which read: “Glory to God
in the Highest; on Earth peace, goodwill to men.”
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3rd April – the Boat Race
This month begins with one of the world’s oldest and most famous amateur sporting
events: The Boat Race.
First raced in 1829 by crews from Oxford and Cambridge Universities, it is considered the
epitome of amateur sport, and each year attracts more than 250,000 spectators to the
banks of the Thames, as well as many millions more on television.

The Boat Race is raced along what is called the Championship Course, which is over 4.25
miles of tidal Thames in West London, between Putney and Mortlake. This year will see
the 167th Men’s Boat Race and the 76th Women’s Boat Race.
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All in the month of April
It was:
40 years ago, on 2nd April 1982, that the Falklands War began when Argentina invaded
the Falkland Islands. A British victory, although Argentina continues to claim sovereignty
over the islands.
***
th
25 years ago, on 5 April 1997 that the Grand National steeplechase was disrupted after
the IRA sent coded bomb warnings. 60, 000 people were evacuated from the Aintree
course and the race was postponed until Monday 7th April.
***
th
50 years ago, on 11 April 1972 that the first episode of the radio comedy panel game
show ‘I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue’ was broadcast on BBC Radio 4. It is still running.
***
rd
90 years ago, on 23 April 1932 that the Royal Shakespeare Theatre opened in Stratfordupon-Avon, replacing the one that burnt down in 1926.
***
th
65 years ago, on 24 April 1957 that the first episode of the British astronomy series The
Sky at Night was broadcast on BBC TV. It became the world’s longest-running TV series
with the same presenter (Patrick Moore) until his death in December 2012. The series
then continued with new presenters.

All in the month of May
It was:
315 years ago, on 1st May 1707 that Great Britain was formed from a union between
England and Scotland. The union included Wales which had already been part of England
since the 1500's. The United Kingdom today consists of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland.
***
85 years ago, on 12th May 1937 that George VI was crowned at Westminster Abbey in
London, following the abdication of his brother, Edward VIII. King George reigned until
his death in 1952. He was succeeded by his daughter Elizabeth, the current reigning
monarch.
***
90 years ago, on 20th May 1932 that Amelia Earhart became the first woman to fly solo
across the Atlantic. She departed Newfoundland, Canada, at 7 p.m. and landed near
Londonderry, Ireland, completing a 2,026-mile flight in about 13 hours. Five years later,
along with her navigator Fred Noonan, she disappeared while trying to fly her twinengine plane around the equator.
***
25 years ago, on 25th May 1977 that the first Of The Star Wars Movies opened.
***
85 years ago, on 27th May 1937 that the Golden Gate Bridge connecting San Francisco
and Marin County, California was opened to pedestrian traffic and more than 200,000
pedestrians walked across on opening day.
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Wordsearch
On the night before He died, Jesus ate His last Passover meal with His disciples. He then
transformed the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying of the bread and wine that, ‘this
is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’. Jesus, the Lamb of God, was preparing to die for the
sins of the whole world. John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper took place the
evening BEFORE the regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at the same time
that the Passover lambs were killed.
Jesus then astonished the disciples by washing their feet. He said: “A new command I give
you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” His disciples
were to love through service, not domination, of one another. In Latin, the opening
phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. The word ‘maundy’ is thus a
corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or command).

Passover
ate
last
disciples
transformed

Lord
Supper
bread
wine
body

blood
Lamb
God
die
sins

world
John
gospel
killed
feet
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washing
love
command
service
maundy

Our page
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FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S
EVENTS 2022
Tiptree History & Community Day
Saturday 7th May
***

Concert with U3A and Baynards School
Sunday July 10th
***
Quiz Night Saturday 1st October
***
For further information please either contact
Sheila Gunson on 01621 816084 or
look on the weekly newsletter.
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Beware those innocent family board games!
If you want to start a family row, you could always suggest a game of Scrabble. It seems
that it is the board game which scores highest in sparking arguments.
But don’t underestimate the potential of Cluedo and Monopoly. Apparently, the Royal
Family long ago decided not to play Monopoly, because it got too “vicious”, according to
Prince Andrew in 2008.
If you want to keep calm, better to play Ludo or Risk, which seem to be much more
peaceable. The survey of board games was conducted by thortful.com, a greeting card
firm.
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Crossword
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Across
1
‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters of
faith (8)
9
In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3)
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful’
(Matthew 13:22) (13)
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his disciples’ feet
(John 13:4) (5)
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)
23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks
of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4)
Down
1
‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from
them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)
2
Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5)
4
‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , who is the image of God’ (2
Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6)
5
An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5)
6
Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 1953 film
starring Richard Burton (3,4)
7
‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4)
8
One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman
(Ezra 10:28) (6)
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of God’
(Romans 8:39) (4)
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On how maintaining the churchyard can
lead to turf wars
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
Consider yourself fortunate that your churchyard consists
of no more than a small, paved area, and that keeping it tidy requires ten minutes of picking
up discarded takeaway boxes on Sunday morning. Our four acres of grass and randomly
placed gravestones absorbs a large portion of the time and energy of half the parish.
By getting different people to adopt sections of the churchyard, the hope was that an
element of competition would be introduced; Major Rutherford would never let Admiral
Crompton’s section look tidier than his and the local farmers would want to show the
amateurs that they knew far more about land maintenance.
Sadly, human nature has got in the way – as it invariably does. Miss Timmins has declared
her section a nature reserve, so that the cuddly field mice and darling hedgehogs have
somewhere to live in. This now means that crossing from her patch to the next feels like
crossing from Kew Gardens to the Amazon Rainforest. Two feet high grass and a profusion
of dandelions give way to manicured lawn with any weed daring to pop its head above the
parapet being beheaded in seconds. Miss T is toying with erecting a fence round her plot, to
keep her dear furry friends safe and Sir Horace is threatening to have it electrified, to make
sure they do not defile his grass billiard table.
Mr Tremble, a retired health and safety officer, whose well-meaning advice on avoiding
accidents is such a burden, is applying to have all the gravestones on his patch levelled, so
that no one could be killed by having a fall on them. The fact that this has never happened
in 600 years, seems an irrelevance to him. On the other hand, his neighbour spends
summer evenings painting his stones with sour milk, in order to encourage lichen. Mr
Tremble’s warning that some lichens can be quite poisonous have so far fallen on deaf ears.
A local farmer, who maintains the boundary walls, generously planted cherry trees all
around the perimeter; not only for their looks in Spring, but so that the birds would have
somewhere to roost. Sadly, Lady Lipton, while resting from maintaining her plot, tends to
stupefy them when she smokes her briar pipe.
The only area which no one dares criticise surrounds the mausoleum of the Luscombes,
maintained by the gardening staff of the present Lord. It contains such a collection of
rogues and miscreants that parishioners fear their anger at being disturbed may even cross
the divide of death.
I hesitate to admit it, but the thought of an area of concrete with a few pizza boxes
scattered round does at times hold a certain attraction.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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St Luke’s Ladies Group
Thursday 21 April, 8.00pm - The History of Nursery Rhymes
Thursday 19 May, 8.00pm - A Funny Thing Happened on the Way To Life
Thursday 16 June, 8.00pm - AGM + Eve Regelous “Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee” theme

Various local charities are supported every year.
Look out for details about outings on the noticeboards.
WE MEET IN THE HALL IN THE EXTENSION, 3rd
THURSDAY IN THE MONTH at 8.00pm, ADMISSION
£3·00. INCLUDES RAFFLE & REFRESHMENTS
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD
(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE Tipplers Social Club)
New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now
more of a social club meeting monthly.

You do not have to make your own wine or beer or have any
knowledge on the subject, the only requirement is to have fun and
meet great people.
We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest
speaker. There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes
additional food at a small cost.
We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St
Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just
turn up and make yourself known to Neil or Steve and bring a drink
for yourself. There are no admission fees & our yearly membership
is just £30.
See the church notice board for our events in 2022
Come along and ask for Neil or Steve who will
introduce you to some of our members
For more information contact Neil Caney on 07581-093586

Face masks are no longer mandatory but please
wear one if you wish.
If possible, please do a lateral flow test before
attending. You WILL NOT be asked for any proof
of this.
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Smile
Best
The reporter was interviewing the town’s oldest woman. “And what do you find is the
best thing about being 104?” he asked.
“That’s easy,” she said. “No peer pressure.”
***
Young and old
A baby-sitter is a teenager acting like an adult, while the adults are out acting like
teenagers.
***
It helps
Laughter is like changing a baby's nappy: it doesn't permanently solve any problems, but
it makes things more acceptable for a while.
***
Sermon
When a minister rehearses his sermon, is he practising what he preaches?
***
Quiet in church
A mother who took her fidgety seven-year-old to church finally had an idea: about
halfway through the long sermon she leaned over and whispered: “If you don’t be quiet,
the preacher is going to lose his place, and he will have to start the sermon all over
again.” It worked.
***
Jesus’ grannie
The little boy came home from his first day at Sunday School and casually told his mother
that the Sunday School teacher was Jesus' grannie. Astonished, his mother asked:
“Whatever makes you think that?”
"Well, it’s pretty obvious,” said her son. “She never stopped talking about Him all
morning. She told us Jesus is smarter and stronger and better-behaved than anyone else
she knows. She even showed us a picture of Him. Who but a grannie would do that?”
***
What a hoot
One evening a bird-loving vicar strolled over to his huge country churchyard, and just for
fun, hooted softly, like an owl. To his delight, an owl hooted softly back. The next night
the same thing happened, and again, the night after that. Soon it became a regular habit,
and every night for the following year, no matter what the weather, the vicar would go to
the churchyard and hoot back and forth with his feathered friend. The hoots became
longer and more complicated, and the vicar kept a careful log of the ‘conversation’.
ust as he thought he was on the verge of a real breakthrough in interspecies
communication, his wife had a chat with the neighbour who lived in a big house and
garden next door to the church. "My husband comes here each night,” she said, to “hoot
to the owl in the churchyard.” "That's odd," the neighbour replied, "so does my
husband."
J
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Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door
and promote your group, event or business
Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine
for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree,
All Saints’ Great Braxted,
All Saints’ Inworth
and
All Saints’ Messing
We have very good rates!
Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator
Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition
Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues)
Bookings & Enquiries to:
Christine Hall, Team Administrator
email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557
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Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare
Spring has definitely arrived. The birds are singing, the flowers are blooming, the dewy
grass is steaming in the morning sun and there is an air of quiet optimism as the
volunteers prepare for our first proper fundraising event in two years. Yes, we will be
back with our Easter Fair at the Old School, Long Melford, CO10 9DX on Sunday 3rd April.
Expect the usual wide selection of stalls, crafts, flowers and plants, raffle, Jeanette's
Terrific Tombola, and yummy homemade cakes and snacks. Do come along between
10am to 3pm, you’ll get a warm welcome from all of us including Frank Payne who will
be selling and signing copies of his autobiographical books. Our Octogenarian has led an
interesting life and has plenty of tales to tell. His story begins in Blitz torn London and
progresses through National Service and onto careers in journalism and football.
Speaking of sport, the Nayland 10K family-friendly fun event takes place on Sunday 10th
July, starting at Little Garth School, Nayland, CO6 4JR. Once again, SESAW is one of the
charities benefitting from this extremely popular, multi-terrain run through the beautiful
Constable countryside. Routes for all ages and abilities, book your place now
at www.nayland10k.co.uk

That reminds me, it’s time for my daily run around the garden now the grass is dry. A wet
undercarriage is extremely uncomfortable if you are a vertically challenged dog like me,
Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua.
Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Reg.Charity No.1124029. Stoke Road,
Leavenheath, CO6 4PP 01787 210888 www.sesaw.co.uk
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Solutions:
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The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council or
Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry. Open Door is not
responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the
content, nor the failure of any published event to
44
go ahead.

